ISSERTATIOIsf 


O 


r?A*  - 


FEZ 


AND 

INFLAMMATORY  DISTEMPERS. 


WHEREIN 


A  Method  is  propofed  of  Curing,  or  at  lead: 
of  Removing  the  Danger  ufually  attending,  thofe 
fatal  Piforders, 


.  '  ;  r 


— • 


Tot  -.  *.  * 


By  R.  James,  M.  D. 


■  ■ 


3p' 

— 


Fumum  ex  Fulgore ,  fed  ex  Fumo  jdare  Lucem 
at,  ut  fpeciofa  dehinc  Miracula  phmaU 

Horace. 


— 


A.i  Vi 


L  O  N  D  O  N: 

for  J.  Newbery  at  the  Bible  and 
in  St.  Paul's  Churcb-Tard .  1748. 

(Bri^c  Six  Pence.) 


Ifcgp: 


*  (‘ 


h 


. 


f*  f  •  >*.*•  -  Tf-  •»  ;.  .  VI 


‘  N 


DISSERTATION 

O  N 

Fevers  and  Inflammatory  Diflempers. 

SO  many  Theories  have  been  form’d  relative 
to  Fevers,  and  fo  many  various  Methods 
have  been  propos’d  for  their  Cure  in  diffe- 
ferent  Ages  of  the  World,  that  no  Volume 
would  contain  all  that  has  been  wrote  upon 
thefe  Subje&s ;  and  it  has  happen’d  unfortunately, 
that  every  Syflem,  however  inconfiftent  with  com¬ 
mon  Senfe,  and  every  Mode  of  Practice,  however 
unfuccefsful,  has  neverthelefs  found  its  Patrons  and 
Defenders  ;  undoubtedly  becaufe  under  every  Me¬ 
thod,  the  fpontaneous  Recovery  of  thofe  Patients 
who  have  efcap’d  merely  by  the  Force  of  Nature, 
has  been  frequen  ly  afcrib’d  to  the  Medicines  ex¬ 
hibited,  and  the  Regimen  enjoin’d,  however  un¬ 
likely  both  may  have  been  to  produce  fuch  an 
Effect.  If  this  was  not  the  Cafe,  Theories 
would  expire  in  their  Infancy  for  want  of  Sue- 
cefs,  and  be  never  more  heard  of,  unlefs  fome  choice 
Genius  fhould  happen  to  revive  them  in  after  Ages. 
For  of  all  the  Theories  and  Syftems  that  have  been 
invented,  only  one  can  be  right,  and  *tis  far  from 
being  agreed  which  that  one  is ;  and  I  am  very  cer¬ 
tain,  that  Succefs  in  the  Cure  of  Diftempers  has 
not  yet  determined  it ;  for  if  it  had,  that,  it  is 
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rearonable  to  think,  would  have  prevail’d  over  the 
reft. 

The  Hippocratic  Method  of  treating  Fevers  has 
been  embrac’d  by  the  moft  eminent  Praditioners, 
and  has  this  remarkable  Circumftance  in  its  favour, 
that  if  it  fhould  happen  to  do  the  Patient  no  Service, 
*tis  at  leaft  not  fo  likely  to  be  injurious  as  many  others, 
tha^  have  been  fince  in  Vogue.  Its  great  Author  af- 
ferts,  that  ’qs  Nature  which  cures  Diftempers,  by  a. 
Concodion  of  the  Humours  *,  by  which  he  means 
theirPreparation  for  a  fubfequentDifcharge  out  of  the 
Body,  by  fome  fpontaneous  Evacuation.  ThisDif- 
charge  of  Humors  brought  about  by  Nature,  or  the 
vital  Powers,  is  the  Crifis  fo  much  celebrated  by  the 
antient  Phyficians,  and  fo  little  attended  to  by  the 
Moderns,  a  very  few  only  excepted.  In  confeq uence 
of  this  Dodrine,  a  Phyfician  was  principally  to 
watch  the  Motions  of  Nature,  by  no  means  difturb- 
ing  her  in  her  Operations  of  concoding  and  expel¬ 
ling  the  Humors,  by  attempting  any  thing  of  Con- 
fequence  *,  whilft  he  was  only  permitted  to  prevent, 
if  pofiible,  by  a  proper  Regimen,  thofe  Accidents 
which  he  forefaw  might  happen  and  prove  dangerous  *, 
or  to  affift  Nature  by  gentle  means  to  complete  this 
critical  Difcnarge  when  begun,  provided  her  own 
Force  was  inefficient  for  that  falutary  Purpofe. 

This  Method,  however  rational,  juft,  and  prefe¬ 
rable  to  moft  others  fince  propos’d,  is  neverthelefs 
-liable  to  many  Objections  •,  for  in  purfuance  hereof, 
there  is  but  little  room  for  a  Phyfician  to  ad  •,  info- 
much  that  in  violent  Diforders  where  the  greateft  Af- 
iiftance  is  wanted,  the  leaft,  or  none  at  all,  can  be 
afforded.  And  if  we  judge  of  it  by  the  Succefs  of 
its  Author  in  thofe  Cafes  of  which  he  has  given 
us  Hiftori.es,  we  fhali  be  inclin’d  to  enter¬ 
tain  no  great  Opinion  of  it ;  for  the  Patients  ge¬ 
nerally  dy’d.  Afclepiades  was  fo  fenfible  of 
this,  that  he  call’d  Ldieroufty  the  P/adice  of  his 
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Predecefifors  A  Meditation  on  Death .  And  it  muft  be 
con  felled,  that  aPhyfician  thus  confin’d  bears  too 
near  aRefemblance  to  the  Spe&ator  of  a  Tragedy,  who 
Ipoils  all  if  he  attempts  to  prevent  the  Cataftrophe. 

This  the  illufbrious  Sydenham  feems  in  fome  meafure 
to  have  underftood,  when  in  his  later  Writings  he  re¬ 
commends  bleeding  and  purging  as  the  moft  effedtual 
Cure  for  Fevers,  tho’  it  appears  by  his  former  Works* 
that  his  firft  Pra&ice  was  form’d  nearly  upon  the  Mo¬ 
del  of  that  of  Hippocrates .  And  Experience  evinces, 
that  more  recover  under  the  Treatment  laft  propos’d 
by  the  a bove-mention’d  Author, than  under  any  other, 
and  that  in  a  fhorter  Time,  and  with  much  lefs 
Trouble  to  the  Patient  ;  provided  the  Cure  is  at¬ 
tempted  before  the  Difeafe  has  made  too  much  Ha- 
vock  in  the  Conflitution,  and  the  Evacuations  are 
conduced  with  Prudence,  and  carry’d  on  to  a  Point 
fufiicient  to  anfwer  the  End,  and  no  further.  But 
the  Procraftination  of  Patients,  and  the  fatal  Mif- 
conduft  of  thofe  ufually  firft  confulted  on  thefe  me¬ 
lancholy  Occafions,  renderit  difficult  for  a  Phyfician 
to  practice  this  Method  to  any  Advantage,  becaufe 
he  is  feldom  call’d  upon  till  the  Conflitution  is  nearly 
ruin’d  either,  by  the  Progrefs  of  the  Diftemper,  or  by 
Errors  at  that  Time  irretreivable.  This,  however,  is 
certain,  that  whatever  be  the  Caufe,  many  Patients 
mifcarry  even  under  this  Treatment,  perhaps  more 
than  recover,  if  the  Diftemper  rifes  to  a  Degree  any 
ways  formidable. 

There  is  fomething  too  ridiculous  in  many  of  the 
modern  Theories,  and  the  Pradlices  founded  thereon, 
to  deferve  Confideration.  I  muft,  however,  juft: 
take  Notice,  that  fome  have  fancy ’d  a  kind  of  Ge¬ 
nius  prefiding  over  the  animal  (Economy,  that  excites 
or  allays  Diftempers,  as  it  happens  to  be  in  a 
good  or  bad  Humour.  Others  have  difcover’d 
a  kind  of  Inflammation  or  Explofion  of  the 
animal  Spirits  j  others  a  latent  Poifon  or  Ma- 
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lignity  in  the  fame'  animal  Spirits,  the  Blood,  or 
wherever  they  pleas’d  to  fix  it ;  whilft  others  have 
unmercifully  ftigmatiz’d  the  Nerves,  for  Faults  of 
which  they  are  perfe&ly  innocent.  And  to  fuch 
equally  abfurd  and  unintelligible  Caufes,  Fevers  and 
all  their  Confequences  have  been  afcrib’d.  How¬ 
ever  thefe  Theorifts  may  differ  as  to  the  Caufes  of 
Fevers,  they  are  pretty  well  agreed  with  refpedt  to 
Pra&ice ;  for  moft  of  them  have  been  of  opinion, 
that  the  Inflammation  of  the  animal  Spirits  was  to  be 
difcufs’d,  that  this  latent  Foifon  or  Malignity  was  to 
be  expel  Fd  thro’  the  cutaneous  Pores,  or  that  the 
Nerves  were  to  be  warm’d  and  ftimulated  •,  and  all 
thefe  Ends  were  to  be  anfwer’d  by  heating  Sudori- 
fics,  and  warm  Cordials.  In  confequence  of  thefe 
Speculations,  the  Patient  was  to  be  confin’d  to  a 
warm  Bed,  in  a  hot  Room,  and  was  to  take  every 
third  or  fourth  Hour,  fudorific  Boles  and  Powders, 
with  Draughts  and  Julaps,  befldes  perhaps  cordial 
Drops  in  the  Intervals.  But  this  Method  is  attended 
with  greater  Inconveniencies  than  any  other,  for  the 
Patient  very  foon  becomes  excefiively  hot,  thirfty  and 
reftlefs,  whilft  his  Tongue  grows  every  Hour  more 
dry  and  difcolour’d,  his  Urine  crude  and  pale,  or 
fometimes  high  colour’d  and  turbid,  without  any 
regular  Separation  •,  and  con vul five  Twitchings  and 
a  Delirium,  frequently  terminating  in  a  Coma,  or 
lethargic  Difpofition,  clofe  the  laft  Scene  and  the 
Patient’s  Eyes  for  ever.  And  it  makes  no  great 
Difference  with  refpedl  to  the  Event,  whether  the 
Patient  fweats  or  not,  except  that  Sweats  thus  ex¬ 
torted,  deprive  the  Blood  of  its  moft  ,  fluid  part, 
which  would  otherwife  dilute  it,  and  render  it 
more  eafily  moveable  thro’  the  Vefiels,  and  by 
thefe  means  are  only  ferviceable,  as  they  accelerate 
the  Releafe  of  the  Patient  from  the  triple  Torture  of 
his  Diftemper,  the  Medicines  and  Blifters,  which 
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lad  are  ufually  laid  on  with  the  utmod  Profufion,  in 
order  to  obviate  or  remove  thofe  Symptoms  which 
may  fometimes  be  infeparable  from  the  Diforder, 
but  are  more  frequently  excited,  or  at  lead  increafed, 
by  the  Treatment  above-mentioned.  Tho’  I  mu(t 
confefs,  that  fome  few  are  fo  happy  in  an  unex- 
tinguifhable  Strength  of  Conftitution,  that  they  even 
at  laft  miraculoufly  recover. 

Another,  and  that  the  mod  common  Method  of 
treating  Fevers  may  properly  be  call’d  the  Eclectic, 
or  rather  trimming  Method.  In  this  the  Perfon  to 
whofe  Care  the  fatient  is  committed,  bleeds,  and 
perhaps  repeats  it  more  than  once,  or  is  bold  enough 
to  venture  upon  one  or  more  Purges ;  but  at  the 
fame  time  he  frudrates  his  own  good  Intentions,  by 
repeating  every  three  or  four  Hours  nervous  Cordials, 
and  warm  Sudorifics  ;  not  confidering  that  Sweats, 
which  are  not  fpontaneous,  but  extorted,  generally 
prove  fymptomatical  and  noxious,  indead  of  being 
critical  and  falutary.  This  is  doing  fomething  worfe 
than  nothing  *,  for  if  bleeding  and  Evacuations  are 
right,  heating  and  nervous  Medicines,  which  are 
the  reverfe,  mud  neceflarily  be  wrong,  and  vice  verfa . 
So  that  the  good  Effedfs  which  might  be  expedted 
from  either,  are  prevented  by  the  oppofite  Treat¬ 
ment  *,  and  the  Patient  is  at  lad  oblig’d  to  purchafe 
a  very  indifferent  Chance  for  his  Life,  at  the  Ex¬ 
pence  of  half  his  Skin  torn  off  with  Bliders, 
with  a  Degree  of  Pain  fcarcely  tolerable,  unlefs  he 
has  the  good  Fortune  to  be  out  of  his  Senfes  *,  and 
even  then’tis  impoTible  for  any  one  who  has  not  been 
delirious  in  a  Fever,  to  conceive  the  Agonies  that 
are  felt. 

As  I  enter’d  upon  Pradiice  extremely  young,  and 
had  an  Opportunity  of  vifning  more  Patients,  and 
condudting  more  Cafes,  than  I  believe  any  Man 
ever  did  in  the  fame  Number  of  Years,  I  difcover’d 
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very  early  the  Inconveniencies  and  Precarioufners  of 
thofe  Methods  I  had  been  taught  to  purfue  in  the 
Treatment  of  Fevers,  not  without  being  extremely 
furpriz’d  at  the  Deaths  of  Patients  cf  my  own  and 
of  others,  who  I  knew  had  been  treated  according 
to  the  eftabliffl’d  Rules  of  Art,  which  a  juvenile 
Credulity  had  entic’d  me  to  believe  almoft  infalli¬ 
ble.  But  as  I  conceiv’d  itreafonable  to  imagine  that 
the  fupreme  Being,  who  thought  proper  to  afflict 
Mankind  with  Diftempers  as  Punifflments  for  their 
Iniquities,  had  at  the  fame  time  put  into  o  r  Hands 
the  Materials  or  Inftruments  of  Cure,  difcoverable 
by  diligent  and  prudently  conducted  Refearches,  I 
attach’d  myfelf  to  the  Invefligation  of  more  certain 
Remedies  and  lefs  precarious  Methods  of  treating  thofe 
Piftempers,  which  Experience  taught  me  were  always 
troublefome  and  dangerous,  and  too  frequently  fatal 
under  the  commonly  receiv’d  Modes  of  Practice, 
My  firft  Attempt  was  upon  the  Hydrophobia ,  or 
that  Species  of  Madnefs  caufed  by  the  Bite  of  a  mad 
Dog-,  a  Difeafe  at  that  time  fo  fatal,  that  the  whole 
Hiftory  of  Phyfic  does  not  furniffl  us  with  two  Pi¬ 
ttances  of  People  once  feiz’d  with  ir,  who  efcap’d 
the  moft  miferable  of  all  Deaths.  Providence  was 
pleafed  to  favour  my  Endeavours,  and  I  difeover’d 
that  Mercury  was  an  almoft  infallible  Prefervative 
from,  and  Cure  for  it,  both  in  Man  and  Beaft.  If 
this  Aflertion  fhould  be  doubted  by  any  one,  after 
what  I  have  formerly  publifhed  upon  this  Subject, 
I  could  produce  the  Teftimonies  of  fuch  Perfonages 
as  cannot  be  fufpected  of  lacrificing  any  Portion  of 
their  Hononr  to  my  Convenience.  This  Improve¬ 
ment  in  Phyfic,  however,  promoted  my  private 
Advantage  only  as  it  taught  me  Experience,  not  fo 
much  in  Phyfic  as  of  Phyficians  *,  for  I  foon  learned 
how  dangerous  it  was  to  propofe  any  Novelty  in  Prac¬ 
tice,  and  that  it  was  more  prudent  to  fuffer 
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thoufands  to  perifh  under  the  common  Treatments 
than  to  fave  them  by  deviating  from  the  beaten 
Track.  But  as  I  did  not  think  this  altogether  con¬ 
fident  with  the  Rules  of  Morality  and  Honour,  I 
affumed  Courage  enough  to  proceed  to  farther  Re- 
fearches,  and  ufe  my  utmoft  Endeavours  to  render 
my  ProfefliOn  fubfervient  to  the  Good  of  Mankind, 
by  all  poflible  means.  And  if  in  confequence  of 
this  Refolution,  I  have  difcover’d  a  more  fafe,  ex¬ 
peditious,  and  agreeable  Method  of  curing  Fevers 
than  any  before  known,  I  fhall  have  anfwered  the 
End  propofed,  and  fhall  think  I  have  reafon  to  ex¬ 
pert  the  Favour  and  Protection  of  Mankind  *  and 
the  rather,  becaufe  I  have  certain  Prefages  of  the  ill 
Will  and  Refentment  of  Multitudes  among  thofe 
whofe  Intereft  it  is,  that  the  Cure  of  Fevers  fhould 
continue  dangerous,  tedious,  and  tormenting.  I  am 
fenfible  how  difficult  it  is  for  a  Man  to  fpeak  with 
a  good  Grace  of  himfelf,  and  how  difagreeable  to 
others  *,  I  fhall  therefore  wave  all  the  low  Artifices 
which  have  been  employ’d  to  my  Prejudice,  by 
fome  whofe  Duty  it  was  to  have  given  me  their 
Prote&ion,  and  from  whofe  Education  and  Cha- 
radter  I  might  have  expedted  the  Treatment  of  a 
Gentleman.  But  I  can’t  forbear  particularly  com¬ 
plaining,  that  the  fmall  Share  of  Learning  which 
the  World  has  been  fo  indulgent  as  to  allow  me, 
fhould  be  diftorted  to  my  Difadvantage,  and  made 
a  Pretence  for  doing  me  an  Injury.  For  it  has 
been  induftrioufly  infinuated  in  Families  where  it  was 
intended  that  I  fhould  be  employed,  that  I  had 
fpent  too  much  Time  in  reading  to  have  attended 
to  Practice,  and  confequently  that  I  knew  nothing 
of  it.  And  this  low  Cunning  has  been  carried  very 
far  by  fome  Apothecaries  who  commenc’d  my  Ene¬ 
mies,  tho’  they  never  once  fpoke  to  me,  or  faw  me. 
How  far  this  Calumnv  is  confident  with  Truth,  all 
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my  Friends  and  Acquaintance  know  fo  well,  that 
*ns  fcarcely  worth  while  to  contradict  it. 

Having  reprefented  above  the  Inconveniencies  and 
Uncertainty  in  the  common  Treatment  of  Fevers,  it 
remains  that  I  give  fome  account  of  a  Medicine 
1  have  ufed,  and  the  Methods  I  have  purfued  with 
uncommon  Succefs,  for  the  Cure  of  the  very  worft 
and  moft  dangerous  of  thefe  Diftempers  I  have  met 
with.  And  if  they  fhould  be  found  by  future,  as 
they  have  almoft  conftantly  by  the  pad.  Experi¬ 
ence,  to  extirpate  thefe  terrible  Diforders,  without 
Hazard,  in  a  very  few  Days,  but  generally  in  a  very 
few  Hours,  and  in  fuch  a  Manner  as  to  give  the 
Patient  very  little  Trouble,  I  fhall  think  a  Cure 
thus  brought  about,  anfwers  very  well  to  the  Rule  of 
Celfus ,  when  he  tells  us  it  fhould  be  perform’d, 
tuto ,  cito,  6?  jucunde  \  fafely,  expeditioufly,  and 
agr  eably. 

In  treating  this  Subject,  I  fhall  by  no  means  en¬ 
ter  into  theoretical  Difquifitions,  but  rather  reft  the 
whole  upon  Experience,  as  of  more  Weight  than 
all  the  Syftems  in  the  World.  And  as  the  Hiftories 
of  Cafes  fet  Experience  in  the  ftrongeft  Light,  I 
fhall  relate  fome  of  a  very  extraordinary  Nature,  to 
the  Truth  of  which  I  can  bring  fufhcient  Teftimony 
whenever  I  am  call’d  upon  to  do  it.  Mean  time,  as 
there  may  be  fome  whofe  lucrative  Views  may  tempt 
them  to  perfecute  me  and  the  Method  I  propofe, 
with  all  the  Detraction  and  Falfehood  that  may  be 
expected  from  Self-intereft  and  unprovok’d  Revenge, 
thefe  I  fhall  advife  to  fave  themfelves  a  good  deal 
of  unnecdfary  Trouble  ;  and  as  Gamaliel  laid  to 
the  Jewifh  Magiftrates  upon  a  more  important  Oc- 
cafion,  to  let  it  alone  \  fir  if  it  be  of  Men  it  will 
come  to  nought ,  but  if  be  it  of  God ,  ye  cannot  over¬ 
throw  it . 
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7 he  Cafe  of  Mrs.  Morton. 

R  S.  Morton  of  the  Almonry  in  the  Parifh  of 


JLV1  Sr.  Margaret's  Weftminfter ,  about  twenty 
feven  Years  of  Age,  on  or  about  the  fir  ft  of  De¬ 
cember  1741,  was  feiz’d  with  a  violent  Fever,  much 
refembling  one  of  which  her  Hufband  died  about 
ten  Days  before.  Her  Urine  was  crude,  her  PuJfe 
extremely  quick,  her  Tongue  much  difcolour’d,  and 
her  Head  was  greatly  diforder’d  from  the  firft,  info- 
much  that  fhe  could  get  very  little  Sleep.  Her 
Diftemper  continued  till  the  8  th  perpetually  Increafing, 
and  in  the  Evening  of  that  Day,  I  found  her  abfo- 
lutely  infenfible,  comato  e,  and  paralytic  on  the  right 
Side,  the  Arm  and  Leg  being  quite  cold,  and  to¬ 
tally  depriv’d  of  Motion  and  Senfation,  fo  far  as  we' 
could  perceive  ;  and  the  Women  about  her  turn’d 
her  on  her  left  Side,  as  they  faid,  to  die,  in  confor¬ 
mity  to  a  vulgar  Error,  importing  that  .no ..Body 
can  die  eafily  except  lying  on  the  left  Side.  That 
Night  about  twelve  I  gave  her  half  a  Drain  of  the 
Powder,  which  is  the  Subje6t  of  this  Treatife.  In 
confequenee  of  this,  fhe  feemed  in  a  little  Time  to 
be  a  good  deal  uneafy,  and  fweate.d  profufely  till  fix 
the  next  Morning,  at  which  Time  fhe  recovered  her 
Senfes,  her  Arm  and  Leg  became  warm,  and  ca¬ 
pable  of  being  mov’d  fpontaneoufly,  her  Tongue 
was  much  clear’d,  her  Pulfe  began  to  be  rais’d  and 
lefs  quick,  and  her  Urine  depofited  a  copious  equal 
Sediment.  She  continued  mending  gradually  till 
the  9th  at  Night,  and  then  fhe  took  another  Pow¬ 
der,  upon  which  fhe  flept  very  well  all  Night,  and 
fweated  as  before,  and  in  the  Morning  I  found  her 
fo  well,  as  to  pronounce  her  abfolutely  out  of  Danger, 
without  hazarding  my  Reputation  by  my  Prognoftic. 
The  10th  at  Night  however,  I  gave  her  another 
Powder,  which  operated  much  in  the  fame  Manner 
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as  the  pre  eeding.  The  Morning  of  the  nth  fhe 
was  fo  perfectly  recovered,  as  to  ftand  in  need  of 
no  more  Medicines.  Her  Strength  return’d  in  a 
reafonable  Time,  and  fhe  has  continued  perfe&ly 
well  to  this  Hour. 


R  e  m  a  r  k  s. 

As  from  the  taking  the  firfl  Dofe  of  this  Me¬ 
dicine,  fhe  took  no  other,  and  as  the  Alteration 
in  her  Diforder  was  fo  very  remarkable  and  fudden, 
J  think  her  Recovery  can  be  fairly  aferib’d  to  nothing 
but  the  Medicine.  Many  Gentlewomen  were  prefeot 
during  her  whole  Diforder,  faw  her  take  the  Medi¬ 
cine,  obferved  the  Effedts,  and  are  ready  to  give 
Teflimony  to  the  Truth  of  what  I  have  afierted. 

$he  Cafe  of  Mr .  William  Waller. 

IN  the  Beginning  of  June  1746,  Mr.  William 
Waller ,  Diftiller  in  Bridge-  Street,  Weftminfter , 
about  twenty  three  Years  cld,  Nephew  to  Mrs. 
Morton ,  the  Subject  of  the  preceedjng  Cafe,  was 
feL’d  with  a  violent  Fever,  in  confequence  of  a 
fevere  Cold.  A  Blifter  was  applied  to  his  Head, 
and  ftimulating  Plaifters  to  his  Feet,  without  any 
Relief.  What  more  had  been  done,  I  don’t  know, 
for  I  was  not  called  in  till  the  8th  Day.  At  that 
Time  I  found  his  Pulfe  extremely  quick,  and  his 
Urine  crude  \  he  could  get  no  Sleep,  and  was 
delirious  to  a  very  great  Degree  at  Interva’s. 
I  gave  him  immediately  a  Dofe  of  half  a  Dram  of 
the  above-mentioned  Powder,  which  excited  a 
Naufea,  and  Inclination  to  vomit,  with  fome 
gentle  Pukes,  and  feveral  purging  Stools,  and  be- 
Jides  this  brought  on  a  pretty  plentiful  Sweat.  Upon 
this  he  flept  very  well,  and  awoke  with  very  littje 


Or  no  Fever,  his  Urine  depofiting  a  copious  Sediment* 
I  thought  proper,  however,  to  give  him  two  more 
Doles  of  the  fame  Medicine,  at  what  Diftances  of 
Time  I  don’t  remember,  but  they  operated  fome- 
what  lefs  than  the  preCeeding,  and  in  a  very  few 
Days  he  became  perfectly  well. 

Remar  ks. 

This  Patient  took  no  other  Medicine  of  any  kind 
but  what  I  have  mention’d.  His  fudden  Cure* 
therefore,  could  be  owing  to  nothing  elfe.  His 
Mother,  his  Aunt,  his  Sillers,  and  many  of  the 
Neighbours,  are  ready  to  atteft  the  Truth  of  what 
I  have  related. 

The  Cafe  of  Ralph  Hodgfcn  Efqy 

SOmetime  in  the  Month  of  March  1743,  Ralph 
Hodgfon  Efq-,  of  Garden-Court  in  the  Temple , 
Was  feized  with  a  fevere  Fever.  He  was  at 
that  Time  about  twenty  live,  as  I  remember,  very 
flrong,  and  fomewhat  corpulent.  I  do  not  recoi¬ 
led  at  what  Time  of  the  Fever  I  was  call’d  in,  nor 
did  I  ever  know  how  he  had  been  treated  before  I 
faw  him,  having  never  convers’d  with  the  Perfons 
who  attended  him  •,  but  a  Gentleman  of  Honour 
and  Fortune  call’d  on  him  that  Day,  and  found 
him  fo  delirious,  reftlefs,  and  ill  in  all  Refpeds, 
that  he  gave  him  over  for  loft.  Betwixt  8  and  9  in 
the  Evening,  I  was  deftred  to  make  him  a  Vifit.  I 
found  him  excelfively  hot,  his  Urine  was  pale  and 
crude,  his  Pulfe  extremely  quick  and  high,  his 
Tongue  n)dch  difcolour’d,  and  he  was  very  far  from 
being  fenfible.  My  Duty  as  a  Phyhcian,  my  In¬ 
clinations  and  Honour  as  a  Friend,  and  fome  par¬ 
ticular  Interefls  I  had  in  prefervipg  his  Life,  all 
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concurred  to  make  me  take  the  fhorteft  and  mod 
certain  Method  for  his  Recovery.  I  gave  him, 
therefore,  half  a  Dram  of  the  Powder  above-men¬ 
tioned  with  my  own  Hands,  in  a  fpoonful  of 
Syrup  of  Balfam,  about  9  a-Clock.  About 
9  the  next  Morning,  I  made  him  a  fecond  Vifit, 
and  found  him  up,  reading  fome  Law  Reports. 
Upon  Examination,  his  Tongue  appear’d  clear  and 
red,  his  Urine  was  of  a  Lemon  Colour,  depofiting 
a  copious  Sediment,  his  Heat  was  moderate  as  in  a 
perfect  State  of  Health  ;  and  upon  the  whole,  he 
entirely  recovered,  fo  as  to  go  abroad  in  two' 
or  three  Days,  without  Occafion  for  any  other 
Medicine  of  any  kind  whatever.  I  was  inform’d, 
that  in  half  an  Hour  after  he  had  taken  the  Medi¬ 
cine,  he  fell  a- fleep,  fweat  very  moderately,  and 
about  fevenin  the  Morning  had  three  purging  Stools. 

Remarks. 

I  have  been  the  more  particular  in  this  Cafe,  as 
perhaps  the  whole  Hiftory  of  Phyfic  cannot  afford 
a  fingle  Inftance  of  fo  dangerous  a  Diforder,  fo  per¬ 
fectly  cur’d  in  fo  fhort  a  Time,  and  with  fo  little 
Trouble.  Mr.  Hodgfon  is  a  Gentleman  as  much 
averfe  to  encouraging  as  telling  a  Falfhood.  And 
to  him  I  appeal  for  the  Truth  of  what  I  have  re¬ 
lated. 

F'he  Cafe  of  Mr.  Benjamin  Calverly. 

IN  May  1745,  Mr.  Benjamin  Calverlyy  who  then 
lived  in  Princes  Court  by  Story's  Gate ,  fVefty 
minfter ,  a.  Gentleman  very  well  known  to  many  Of¬ 
ficers  of  the  Army,  was  on  a  Friday  taken  ill  of  a 
Fever,  and  on  the  Fhurfday  following  at  11  a-Clock 
at  Night  I  was  called  to  him.  I  found  his  Fever 

very 
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very  High,  his  Tongue  dry  and  rough,  his  Urine 
high  coloured  and  crude,  and  was  informed  that  he 
had  not  flept  for  feveral  Days  and  Nights  before. 
The  next  Morning  he  loft  about  12  Ounces  of  Blood, 
and  in  the  Evening  took  half  a  Dram  of  the  Pow¬ 
der  mention’d  in  the  preceeding  Cafes.  On  the 
Saturday  Morning  I  found  it  had  not  operated  other- 
wife  than  by  exciting  a  gentle  Sweat.  His  Tongue, 
however,  was  much  moifter,  and  there  was  a  very 
good  Separation  in  his  Urine  *,  and  upon  the  whole, 
1  thought  him  a  good  deal  better  ;  but  as  he  had 
been  coftive  for  many  Days,  I  directed  him  a  gentle 
Purge,  which  operated  about  fix  Times.  In  the 
Evening,  he  took  another  Dofe  of  Powder,  which 
alfo  excited  a  gentle  Sweat,  and  the  next  Morning 
I  found  him  much  recovered,  his  Urine  continuing 
to  depofite  a  copious  Sediment.  But  as'the  Powder 
had  procured  no  Stools,  I  repeated  the  Purge,  which 
operated  as  the  former  had  done.  The  Monday 
following,  being  the  next  Day,  he  took  another 
Powder,  which  again  excited  a  gentle  Sweat.  And 
,  on  \ fuefday  Morning  the  Fever  entirely  left  him,  and 
he  immediately  recovered  without  taking  any  Thing 
more,  and  has  ever  fince  enjoyed  a  good  State  of 
Health. 


R  FMARK  S. 

Some  good  Effedl  may  poftibly  be  afcribed  to 
the  Purges  in  this  Cafe,  and  without  Difpute  rhey 
were  of  Service.  But  his  fad  den  Recovery  from  fo 
dangerous  a  Fever,  could  be  effcdled  by  nothing  fo 
much  as  the  Powders,  efpecially  as  there  was  a  re¬ 
gular  Separation  in  his  Urine,  within  twelve  Hours 
after  taking  the  firft  Dofe,  even  before  a  Purge  had 
been  given.  And  indeed  at  that  Time  he  appear’d 
to  be  fo  far  mended  *  as  to  be  out  of  Danger. 
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j the  Cafe  of  Mr.  John  Barrow. 

MR.  John  Barrow ,  at  that  Time  of  the  Parifh 
of  Lambeth  in  the  County  of  Surrey ,  was 
on  the  iothof  September  1747,  feized  with  a  vio* 
lent  Fever,  attended  with  a  profufe  Diarrhsea,  which 
in  about  feven  Days  time  reduced  him  extremely  low. 
At  this  Period  he  took  thirty  Grains  of  the  Fever 
Powder  about  fix  o’Clock  in  the  Evening  •,  about 
eight  it  threw  him  into  a  profufe  Sweat,  upon 
which  he  found  himfelf  much  eafier  and  better. 
This  Sweat  continued  on  him  for  about  four  Hours, 
and  as  foon  as  that  was  gone  off,  it  purged  him 
confiderably,  tho’  without  giving  him  any  Sicknefs 
or  Pain.  The  next  Morning  his  Fever  left  him  en¬ 
tirely,  and  he  found  himfelf  in  good  Spirits,  and 
foon  recovered  Strength. 

R  E  M  A  r  k  s. 

Mr.  Barrow  having  been  educated  in  Pharmacy, 
he  might  be  a  better  Judge  of  the  Operation,  and 
Succefs  of  this  Remedy,  than  fome  others.  ’Tis 
obfervable,  that  he  took  but  one  Dofe,  and  no  other 
Medicine. 

j the  Cafe  of  Mqfler  William  Barrow. 

M After  William  Barrow ,  Son  of  the  above- 
mentioned  Mr.  John  Barrow ,  a  Yo.th  of 
about  twelve  Years  old,  was,  on  th"  17th  of  Oiiober 
1747,  taken  ill  of  a  violent  Fever,  which  conti¬ 
nued  on  him  five  Days,  and  he  was  at  Intervals  light¬ 
headed  and  raving,  when  his  Father  gave  him  one 
half  Dofe  of  the  fame  Powder  he  himfelf  had  taken, 
which  made  him  fweat  pretty  much,  and  after  that 
purged  him  three  Times.  ’Twas  about  10  o’Clock  in 

the 
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the  Morning  when  he  took  the  Powder,  and  about 
two  o’Clock  in  the  fame  Afternoon  the  Fever  left  him, 
and  he  found  himfelf  in  good  Spirits  and  well. 


Fhe  Cafe  of  Mrs.  Martha  Bucktrout  2/z  Hunt’s  Court, 
Caftle^Srreet,  near  Leicefter-Fields,  and  that  of 
her  Daughter, 

*The  following  Cafe  1  am  obliged  to  take  from  Mrs , 
Bucktrout,  the  Subject  of  it ,  as  I  attended  her  my* 
felf  only  once>  and  that  very  late  in  the  Fever . 

SIR , 

I  was,  on  or  about  the  12th  of  November  1746, 
feized  of  a  violent  Fever,  which  continued  on 
me  five  Weeks,  during  which  Time  I  was  blooded 
twice,  and  had  a  Blifter  on  my  Back,  and  two 
Blitters  put  to  my  Legs,  the  twp  firft  of  which  per¬ 
formed  their  Office,  and  difch^rged  a  good  deal  *, 
but  the  lafl  Blifter,  which  was  applied  on  my 
Fever’s  increafing,  did  not  rife  fo  as  to  difcharge, 
and  I  was  light-headed,  and  (till  vorfe,  when  one 
of  my  Relations  came  to  fee  me,  and  advifed  me 
to  take  your  Fever  Powrder.  Purfuant  to  his  Di¬ 
rections,  I  took  one  Dofe  that  Evening,  which  made 
me  fweat  a  good  deal,  and  purged  me  three  or  four 
Times,  and  in  about  four  Hours  after,  I  was  much 
eafier,  and  had  the  perfect  ufe  of  my  Senfes,  and  was 
well  enough  in  the  Afternoon  to  fit  up  in  my  Bed. 
The  next  Evening  I  took  another  Dofe  of  the  Powder, 
which  operated  much  in  the  fame  Manner,  and  I 
was  well  enough  the  next  Day  to  fit  up  for  two  or 
three  Hours  together,  and  to  eat  a  little  Mutton- 
Broth,  and  butter’d  Tumeps.  The  next  Evening  I 
took  another  Dofe  of  the  Po  wders,  which  carried  off 
all  the  Remains  of  the  Fever,  and  left  me  in  good 

Spirits, 
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Spirits,  and  able  to  walk  about.  But  about  three 
Days  after  this,  I  had  a  great  Inclination  for  a  Hog’s 
Milt  for  my  Supper,  which  being  fluff’d,  and  high 
ieafon’d,  and  not  broiled  enough,  and  I  eating  very 
heartily  of  it,  my  Fever  was  brought  on  again  to 
a  very  great  Degree ;  but  upon  taking  two  Dofes 
more  of  the  fame  Powder,  the  Fever  again  left  me, 
and  I  have  been  very  well  ever  fince. 

About  a  Fortnight  after  I  recovered,  my  Daugh¬ 
ter  Eleonora  Bucktrout ,  who  was  then  about  three 
Years  old,  was  taken  ill  of  the  fame  kind  of  Fever, 
and  was  very  bad  and  light-headed  •,  upon  which 
I  gave  her  half  a  Dofe  of  the  fime  Powder,  which 
promoted  a  Sweat,  and  purged  her  twice,  and  in 
£  jouc  two  Hours  after,  fhe  was  quite  fenflble  and 
eafy.  The  next  Evening  I  gave  her  another  half 
Dofe  of  the  Powder,  and  in  the  Morning  her  Fever 
was  entirely  gone,  and  fhe  recovered  her  Strength 
in  a  few  Days. 

I  aniy  S  I R, 

Tour  ?noft  humble  Servant , 

Martha  Bucktrout. 


The  Cafe  of  Mtfs  Sudwell,  Niece  to  Mr.  Pearce  in 
Market-Lane,  St.  James’s  Market,  Weftminfter, 
and  that  of  Mr.  Pearce’ j  Child. 

.  As  I  did  not  fee  the  Subject  of  the  enfuing  Cafe  till 
after  her  Recovery ,  1  could  not  give  a  particular  De¬ 
tail  of  it ,  and  was  the.  ef ore  obliged  to  Mrs.  Pearce 
for  the  following  Relation . 

SIR ,  Market - Lane  >St. James's  Market  JVeftminfter . 

A  Bout  the  10th  of  April  1747,  my  Niece  Eli- 
fabeth  Sudwell,  near  fifteen  Years  of  Age,  was 

feized 
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leized  with  a  violent  Fever,  attended  with  a  fevere 
Pain  in  her  Head  ;  and  in  three  Days  (he  loft  both 
the  Ufe  of  her  Limbs  and  her  Senfes,  and  continued 
raving  Night  and  Day,  without  having  a  Moment’s 
Sleep,  or  taking  any  Suftenance  for  near  three  Weeks  j 
during  which  Time  her  Tongue  was  exceedingly 
black,  dry  and  rough,  and  at  Intervals  (he  would 
often  become  extremely  cold,  and  clench  her 
Hands  forcibly,  as  if  convulfed,  and  frequently  con¬ 
tinued  in  that  Manner  for  three  or  four  Hours,  fo  that 
all  who  faw  her  thought  it  was  impoftible  (he  could 
recover.  At  this  Time  Mrs.  Bucktront  an  Acquain¬ 
tance  of  mine,  who  had  been  cured  of  a  very 
bad  Fever  fometime  before,  by  your  Fever 
Powder,  advifed  me  to  make  ufe  of  the  fame  for 
my  Niece.  Accordingly,  as  you  was  fo  obliging  as  to 
fend  me  fome,  I  gave  her  one  Dofe  the  Day  I  had 
it,,  when  my  Neice  had  been  ill  about  three  Weeks. 
It  vomited  her  once,  and  purged  her  five  Times, 
and  made  her  fweat  a  little.  The  next  Day  I  gave 
her  another  Dofe,  which  made  her  vomit  three  or 
four  Times,  purged  her  four  or  five  Times,  and 
made  her  fweat  a  little.  And  after  this  I  be^an  to 
perceive  (he  had  in  fome  Mea'ure  recovered  her 
Senfes.  The  third  Day  fhe  took  another  Dofe,  which 
was  attended  with  much  the  lame  Operation,  and 
from  that  Time  (he  grew  better  daily.  However, 
(he  took  two  or  three  more  Dofes  with  much  the 
fame  good  Effebl.  In  abdut  a  Week  (he  was  able 
to  fit  up,  and  gradually  recovered  her  Health  •,  but 
was  near  two  Months  before  (lie  was  perfectly  re- 
ftored  to  herReafon,  which  however  now  (he  enjoys, 
together  with  a  very  good  State  of  Health. 

I  a?n ,  SIR, 

Tour  bumble  Servant , 

;  Frances  Pearce, 

i  •  D  P.S. 
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P.  S.  Sometime  in  January  laft,  my  Son,  a  Child 
of  about  1 3  Months  old,  was  feized  with  a  hoop¬ 
ing  Cough,  and  about  a  Week  after  with  a 
violent  Fever.  At  Night  I  gave  him  fix 
Grains  of  your  Powder.  Fie  fweated  very 
much  all  Night,  and  the  next  Morning  was 
perfectly  freed  from  the  Fever,  and  in  a  great 
meafure  from  his  hooping  Cough,  which  after 
this  was  very  flight,  and  continued  but  a  few 
Days  longer. 


Ihe  Cafe  of  Phipps  Davifon  Efqy 


Flipps  Davifon  of  the  Inner -temple  Efq;  was  in 
November  17-14}  feized  with  a  fevere  Rheumatic 
Fever,  which  deprived  him  of  the  Ufe  of  his  Limbs, 
inlbmuch  that  for  the  Space  of  flx  Weeks  he  could 
neither  ufe  Hand  nor  Foot,  both  which  were  much 
fwelled,  and  all  that  Time  he  was  in  extreme  Pain. 
At  this  Period  1  was  called  in,  and  in  the  Evening 
he  took  a  Dofe  of  thirty  Grains  of  the  Powder, 
which  gave  him  feveral  Pukes,  and  then  excited 
a  profufe  Sweat  of  many  Hours  continuance.  Im¬ 
mediately  upon  this,  his  Urine,  which  had  been 
crude,  and  very  high-coloured  during  his  whole 
Difordcr,  began  to  depoflte  a  Sediment  of  a  pink 
Colour,  and  he  was  manifeflly  better.  The  next 
Evening  he  took  a  fecond,  and  the  Evening  fol¬ 
lowing,  that  a  third  Dofe,  both  which  operated  much 
as  the  fir  ft  had  done,  but  more  gently.  Upon 
taking  thefe,  the  Pain  and  Swellings  gradually  aba- 
'  ted,  and  his  Fever  left  him,  infomuch,  that  in  a 
few  Days  after  the  laft  Dofe,  he  was  fo  recove¬ 
red  as  to  be  able  to  go  abroad,  without  taking 
any  thing  farther  j  and  never  fince  had  any  Return 
of  it.. 
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The  Cafe  of  Mr,  Thomas  Embery, 

1%  M  R.  Thomas  Embery  of  SL  Martins  Street , 
1VJL  bVeftminfter ,  near  Leieefter- Fields,  was,  on  or 
about  the  25th  of  September  1746,  taken  ill  of  a 
Fever,  which  was  fo  violent,  that  he  could  get  no 
Sleep  from  the  Beginning.  About  the  5th  of  Olio- 
her ,  when  his  Recovery  was  defpair’d  of  by  all  about 
him,  he  took,  about  nine  o’Clock  at  Night,  a  Dofe 
of  the  Powder  mentioned  above.  About  twelve 
o’Clock  it  made  him  puke  gently  twice,  and  foon 
after  that  gave  him  three  Stools.  He  then  fell  into 
a  Sweat,  which  continued  till  eight  or  nine  o’CIock  in 
the  Morning,  during  the  greateft  Part  of  which 
Time  he  flept  very  well,  tho9  he  had  not  clofed  his 
Eyes  for  the  ten  Days  preceeding,  and  found  himfelf 
refrefhed,  and  much  better  ;  and  his  Urine,  before 
crude,  depofited  a  copious  Sediment.  The  next 
Morning  he  took  another  Powder,  which  operated 
much  in  the  fame  Manner  after  which  he  found 
his  Fever  gone,  and  recovered  Strength  in  a  few 
Days. 

Remark  s. 

I  attended  this  Patient  at  the  Requeft  of  a  Gentle¬ 
man  of  Honour  and  Integrity,  who  had  an  Inclina¬ 
tion  to  have  a  Demonftration  of  the  1  oTibility  of 
curing  a  Fever  in  fo  fhort  a  Time,  and  with  fo 
little  Trouble.  As  the  Powder  was  the  only  Remedy 
he  took,  his  fudden  Recovery  could  be  afcribed  to 
nothing  elfe. 

The  Cafe  of  Airs,  Mary  Embery. 

MRS.  Mary  Embery  of  St,  Martinis  Street  near 
Leicefter-Fields ,  London ,  Wife  to  Mr.  Thomas 
D  2  Embery , 
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Ernbery ,  the  Subjedt  cf  the  preceding  Hiftory,  was 
about  the  middle  of  October  1746,  feized  with  a 
violent  Fever,  and  was  light-headed  from  the  firft 
Seizure  ;  and  continued  fo  three  Days,  at  the  end  of 
which  Hie  took  one  Dofe  of  the  Powder  above-men¬ 
tioned,  which  excited  a  copious  Sweat ;  upon  which 
fhe  flept  quietly  for  many  Hours,  and  recovered 
her  Senfes,  her  Urine  depofiting  a  copious  Sediment. 
The  next  Day  fhe  took  another  Powder,  which  ope¬ 
rated  much  in  the  fame  Manner  ;  and  the  next  Day 
after  that  a  third  Dofe,  which  entirely  removed  her 
Fever,  and  fhe  very  ibon  recovered  her  Strength. 


Sometime  in  the  Tear  1*742, 1  happen'd  to  be  at  a  Tavern 
near  the  Hay-Market,  and  hearing  accidently  of  a 
Woman  who  was  likely  to  die  of  a  Fever ,  I  remem¬ 
ber  I  fent  her  a  Dofe  of  Powder  *,  and  another  for 
her  Child ,  who ,  I  was  inform'd,  was  as  dangeroufly 
ill  as  the  Mother ,  which  I  order'd  to  be  divided  into 
two.  Four  or  five  Days  after  I  faw  the  Woman 
abroad,  in  a  tolerable  State  of  Health.  This 
was  much  talked  of  at  that  Time  ;  but  as  I  did  not 
attend  the  Woman  my f elf,  nor  ever  faw  the  others 
fhe  mentions ,  I  am  obliged  to  relate  the  four  following 
Cafes  in  her  own  Words. 

The  Cafe  of  Sarah  Francis,  and  that  of  her  JSfurfe 

and  two  Children . 


O  Arab  Francis,  of  Little  Suffolk  Street  in  th tHay- 
^  )  Market,  St.  James' s7  was,  in  the  latter  End  of 


October  1742,  feized  with  a  violent  Fever,  which 
continued  upon  me  three  Weeks,  during  the  greateft 
Part  of  which  Time  I  was  light-headed,  and  infen- 
fible,  and  fo  very  weak  and  ill,  that  the  Neigh¬ 
bours.,  and  People  who  attended  me,  expe&ed  my 

Death 
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Death  every  Hour.  At  this  Time  a  Gentleman 
who  was  at  a  Tavern  in  the  Neighbourhood,  lent 
me  a  Powder,  and  order’d  the  MefTenger  to  flay 
and  fee  me  take  it.  After  I  had  taken  it  about  a 
Quarter  of  an  Ho,ur,  I  fell  alleep,  and  continued 
fleeping  about  two  Hours  •,  but  this  I  relate  only  from 
the  Report  of  thofe  about  me,  for  i  was  delirious. 
As  foon  as  I  awoke,  I  was  perfectly  fenfible,  found 
myfelf  very  fick,  vomited  feveral  Times,  and  pur¬ 
ged  frequently  ;  and  when  this  was  over,  I  fell  fail 
a-fleep,  and  continued  fleeping  feveral  Hours,  and 
fweated  profufely,  upon  which  I  recover’d  perfectly 
from  my  Fever,  and  was  well  enough  in  a  few.  Days 
to  purfue  my  Bufinefs. 

After  this,  my  Nurfe,  who  attended  me  in  my 
Illnels,  was  taken  violently  ill  of  the  fame  kind  of 
Fever,  being  very  light-headed  for  feveral  Days  *, 
and  upon  taking  two  Dofes  of  the  fame  Powder, 
which  operated  much  in  the  lame  Manner  it  had 
done  with  me,  fhe  perfectly  recovered. 

'  At  the  fame  Time  that  I  was  ill  myfelf  of  this 
Fever,  my  Daughter  Elizabeth ,  who  was  about  feven 
Years  old,  was  ill  of  the  fame  Fever,  and  very 
light-headed  and  raving.  She  took  two  half  Dofes 
of  the  fame  Medicine,  which  operated  nearly  in  tiie 
fame  Manner  it  had  done  with  me,  and  perfe&ly 
cured  the  Fever. 

A  few  Days  after  this,  my  Daughter  Henrietta , 
who  was  about  four  Years  old,  was  feiz’d  with  the 
fame  Diforder,  attended  with  the  fame  Circumftan- 
ces  *,  and  upon  taking  two  half  Dofes  of  the  fame 
Powder,  fhe  was  perfectly  cured.  In  ail  thefe 
Cafes  we  had  no  occaflon  to  take  any  other  Me¬ 
dicine, 


Sarah  Francis. 
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j the  Cafe  of  Elizabeth  Smith. 

Elizabeth  Smith ,  about  twenty  three  Years  of 
Age,  of  a  thin  pale  Habit,  fometime  in  Ja¬ 
nuary  1746,  was  feized  with  exceffive  Pains  in  both 
her  Hips,  infomuchthat  fhe  could  not  walk  without 
the  utmoft  Difficulty  and  Torture.  About  three 
o’Clock  in  the  Afternoon  (I  think  it  was  on  the  12th 
of  January)  fhe  took  a  Dofe  of  the  Fever- Powder, 
which  had  no  vifible  Operation.  Two  Hours  after 
this,  fhe  took  a  fecond  Dofe,  which  was  attended 
with  no  Operation.  An  Hour  alter  that,  ffie  took 
two  whole  Dofes  together,  but  without  any  Opera¬ 
tion.  About  an  Hour  after  this,  ffie  took  two  more 
Dofes,  making  in  the  whole  fix  Dofes,  which  were 
attended  with  no  perceivable  Operation.  At  ten 
o’Ciock  ffie  got  up,  and  was  able  to  walk  without 
any  Pain. 

Remarks. 

This  young  Woman’s  Cafe  was  not  a  Fever  *,  but 
I  have  inferred  it,  to  contradict  a  Report  which  has 
been  propagated  very  induftrionfly,  that  this  Medi¬ 
cine  is  fatal,  if  it  does  not  operate.  The  Subjedt 
of  this  Hiftory  is  at  this  Time  alive  and  well  *,  and 
a  great  Number  of  others  who  have  taken  it  without 
any  Operation,  can  bear  Teftimony  to  the  Miftake 
above-mentioned. 

V 

The  Cafe  of  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Doddimead. 

As  I  never  faw  Mrs.  Doddimead  hut  once ,  and  that 
at  the  latter  End  of  her  Fever ,  I  cannot  give  a 
particular  Retail  of  her  Cafe ,  but  am  forced  to  relate 
it  from  her  own  Reprefentation. 


MRS. 


MRS.  Elizabeth  Eoddimead ,  of  MooAs-Tard  in 
St .  Martin's  Lane  in  the  Strand ,  London ,  was, 
on  or  about  the  6th  of  November  1 746,  taken  with 
a  Shivering  like  an  Ague-fit,  which  was  fucceeded 
by  a  violent  Fever,  that  continued  for  three  Weeks, 
at  the  End  of  which  (he  was  light-headed  and  infen- 
fible,  infomnch  as  not  to  know  her  own  Child  had 
entirely  loft  her  Sight,  and  was  feized  with  Convul- 
fion-fits  every  quarter  of  an  Hour,  and  in  this  State 
Ihe  cont  nued  for  a  Week  or  longer,  infomuch  that 
every  Body  in  the  Neighbourhood  expedted  her 
Death  every  Moment.  At  this  Time  Mrs.  Heither , 
who  had  herfelf  been  cur’d  of  a  Fever  by  the  fame 
Remedy,  advifed  the  People  who  attended  her  to: 
give  her  the  Medicine  I  have  fo  often  mentioned r 
which  I  fent  by  her  Hufband,  upon  his  applying 
to  me.  She  took  one  every  Day  for  three  Days, 
without  any  vifible  Operation  *,  but  on  the  fourth 
Day  (he  took  another,  which  purged  her  a  little,, 
and  the  Convulfions  grew  better,  and  the  Fever 
abated.  At  Night  (he  took  a  fifth  Dofe,  which 
had  nearly  the  fame  Operation  with  the  fourth,  and 
the  next  Morning  (he  recovered  her  Senfes,  and  the 
Fever  and  Convulfions  left  her. 

Thus  far  (he  tells  me  (he  fpeaks  upon  the  Credit 
of  the  People  about  her,  and  the  Neighbours  *,  but 
from  this  Time  (he  remembers  that  (lie  took  two 
or  three  more  Powders,  which  purged  her  gently  > 
and  in  a  few  Days  (he  was  perfe&ly  recovered,  ex¬ 
cept  that  an  unufual  Coldnefs  of  her  Head,  and  a 
Weaknefs  in  her  Eyes  remained  for  fome  little 
Time. 

Mrs.  Mary  Johnfon ,  Mr.  Thomas  Harm ,  Mr*. 
Andrew  Johnfon ,  Mrs.  Philothea  Turnery  and  Mrs. 
Anne  Terry ,  all  of  Moors  Tardy  are  ready  to  confirm 
all  the  Circumftances  above  related. 


The  Cafe  of  Mr.  James  Doddimead. 

MR.  James  Doddimead ,  of  Moor’s-Tard  in  St. 

Marlin’s  Lane  in  the  Strand ,  London ,  Hui- 
band  to  Mrs.  Doddimead ,  was  on  the  24th  of  Decem¬ 
ber  1746  in  the  Evening,  taken  with  a  fhivering 
Fit  like  an  Ague,  v\hich  continued  on  him  for  foms 
Hours,  and  the  next  Morning  a  Fever  feized  him 
in  fo  violent  a  Manner,  that  he  loft  his  Senfes,  and 
every  body  apprehended  he  was  in  the  utmoft  Dan¬ 
ger  *,  but  his  Wife  being  juft  recovered  of  the  fame 
Di (order  by  taking  of  the  Fever  Powders,  fent  for 
fome  of  the  fame  Powders  for  her  Hufband.  He  took 
one  Dofe  on  the  26th  Day,  about  ten  o’Clock 
in  the  Morning,  which  brought  on  a  great  Sweat, 
and  purged  him  twice.  After  this  he  was  fenfible 
at  Intervals,  and  found  himfelf  much  eafier.  The 
next  Morning  he  took  another  Dofe,  which  operated 
much  in  the  fame  Manner,  upon  which  he  perfectly 
recovered  his  Senfes.  After  this  he  took  two  more 
Dofes  of  the  lame  Medicine,  and  recovered  his  Health 
and  Strength  in  a  few  Days. 


'The  Cafe  of  Mr.  Pringle. 

i 

Mr.  Pringle  a  Cabinet-maker  of  Weft-Street,  St.  Anns, 
Weftminfter,  gives  me  the  following  Relation. 

SIR ,  November  2 1 .  1 747. 

Iwas  for  near  thirty  Years  affii&ed  at  Intervals 
with  a  violent  Pain  in  my  Head,  and  was  fub- 
je6t  to  a  Fever  on  taking  any  little  Cold.  About 

the 
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the  middle  of  July  1743,  I  was  taken  ill  of  a  violent 
Fever,  which  continued  on  me  eight  Days,  when  ic 
grew  to  fuch  a  height,  that  I  was  depriv’d  of  all  my 
Senfes ;  at  this  time  I  took  a  Dofe  of  your  Fever- 
Powder,  which  made  me  vomit  three  or  four  Times* 
and  then  caufed  me  to  iweat  pretty  much  for  four  or 
five  Hours.  As  foon  as  I  began  to  fwear,  my  Fever 
abated  >  and  when  the  Operation  of  the  Powder  was 
over,  the  Fever  left  me  entirely,  and  I  was  well 
enough  the  next  Morning  to  work  at  my  Bufi- 
nefs.  I  was  feized  with  the  fame  kind  of  Fever 
three  feveral  Times  the  next  Year,  in  confequenee 
of  getting  Cold  *,  but  upon  taking  a  Paper  of  the 
fame  Powder  each  Time,  I  was  immediately  cured. 
And  fince  taking  the  laft  Dofe  of  Powder,  which 
was  in  the  Beginning  of  September  1744,  I  have 
been  entirely  freed  from  all  thofe  Complaints,  my 
Fever  has  never  returned,  and,  what  I  think  is  more 
extraordinary,  that  al  mod  continual  Head-ach,  which 
1  had  before  from  a  Child,  has  never  fince  given  me 
the  lead  Uneafinefs, 

1  am ,  SIR , 

Tour  bumble  Servant , 

James  Pringle,- 

Next  Door  to  the  Lamb  in  Weft-Street, 


The  Cafe  of  Mr.  Robert  Horfburgh  in  Conduit- 

Court,  Long- Acre. 

I  did  not  attend  the  following  Cafe ,  but  Mr.  Horfburgh, 
the  Subfit  of  it ,  gives  me  the  following  Relation . 

SIR ,  November  1%.  1747, 

Iwas,  on  or  about  the  1 8 ch  of  Oltober  174 7* 
feized  with  a  violent  Fever,  which  deprived 
me  of  all  my  Senfe,  and  every  one  that  faw  me 

D  thought 
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thought  it  was  improbable  that  I  fhould  recover.  On 
the  24th  of  October ,  a  Gentlewoman  advifed  me  to 
take  a  Paper  of  your  Fever-Powder,  which  I  did 
about  four  o’Clock  in  the  Afternoon  ;  after  I  had 
taken  it  about  an  Hour,  it  made  me  vomit  feveral 
Times,  and  purged  me  very  often,  but  without 
giving  me  Pain,  and  caufed  me  to  fweat  plentifully. 
After  the  Operation  was  over,  I  fell  fart  afieep,  and 
continued  fleeping  till  the  next  Mornings  when  I 
found  myfelf  perfectly  recovered.  The  Fever  en¬ 
tirely  left  me,  and  with  it  a  Pain  in  the  back  part 
of  my  Head,  which  I  had  been  troubled  with  for 
upwards  of  two  Years  ;  and  I  have  ever  fmce  enjoy’d 
a  good  State  of  Health. 


I  am>  S  I R, 

Tour  humble  Servant^ 

Robert  Horfeburgh. 


The  Cafe  of  Mr.  Jofeph  Needham. 
h  Needha?n  in  Church-Lane  in  the  Strand , 


J?  IVeftminfter ,  was,  in  the  Middle  of  Augufi  174 7, 
taken  ill  of  a  violent  Fever,  which,  in  about  five 
Days  Time,  reduced  him  extremely.  Upon  taking 
one  Dofe  of  the  Fever- Powder,  which  gave  him 
three  Stools,  and  made  him  fweat  plentifully  for 
about  three  Flours,  he  was  fo  well  recovered,  as 
to  go  about  his  Bufinefs  ;  but  by  going  out  too  foon^ 
his  Fever  returned,  in  a  more  violent  Manner  than 
before;  however,  upon  taking  another  Dofe  of  the 
fame  Powder,  which  operated  much  like  the  former*, 
the  Diforder  entirely  left  him,  and  he  has  been  well 
ever  fince. 


The 
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*Tne  Cafe  of  Mr .  Jofeph  Hands. 

T Ofeph  Hands ,  about  November  1746,  was  feized 
with  a  violent  Fever,  which  continued  on  him 
about  a  Week,  when  his  Matter,  the  Honourable 
Mr.  Vere  Powlett ,  order’d  him  to  apply  to  me.  I 
gave  him  a  Dole  of  Powder,  which  made  him  vo¬ 
mit  three  or  four  Times,  purged  him  ieveraf  Times, 
and  made  him  fweat  plentifully  for  about  24  Hours ; 
immediately  after  which,  the  Fever  entirely  left 
him,  he  flept  very  well,  and  recovered  without 
taking  any  thing  more. 

In  July  1747,  he  was  again  feized  with  a  Fever, 
in  confequence  of  a  violent  Cold,  which  affedfed 
him  writh  fevere  Pains  in  all  his  Limbs,  and  a  vio¬ 
lent  Pain  in  his  Head,  with  Thirtt,  and  a  Drynefs 
of  his  Tongue  :  But  upon  taking  two  Dofes  of  the 
fame  Powder,  he  was  immediately  cured. 

In  Septe??iber  1747,  he  was  again  feized  with  vio¬ 
lent  Pains  in  his  Limbs,  and  a  Fever,  which  ended 
in  a  Pleurify.  I  again  gave  him  three  Dofes  of  the 
fame  Powder,  which  operated  much  in  the  fame 
Manner  as  the  former  had  done,  and  entirely  re¬ 
moved  his  Fever  ;  for  his  Tongue,  before  rough  and 
difcolour’d,  became  moitt  and  red,  his  extreme 
Heat  was  abfolutely  gone ;  and  his  Urine,  before 
crude,  depofited  a  copious  equal  Sediment.  But  he 
could  not  get  a  Moment’s  Sleep,  and  complain’d 
that  when  he  attempted  to  fhut  his  Eyes,  the  R.oom 
feem’d  to  turn  round,  and  he  had  a  thoufand  incon- 
fittent  Ideas.  Upon  this  Complaint,  I  directed  for 
him  thirty  Grains  of  Muflc,  and  twelve  of  Nitre. 
In  half  an  Flour  after  taking  it,  he  fell  faft  afleep. 
continued  fleeping  ten  Hours,  and  awak’d  perfedtly 
well.  This  laft  Circumftance  I  mention  as  a  thing 
that  is  of  great  confequence  in  Pradlice,  and  of  which 
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I  have  had  much  Experience  in  fimilar  Cafes.  No¬ 
thing  is  fuperior  toMufk  inSpafmodicDiforders,  and 
nothing  is  equal  to  it  in  the  Convulfions  of  Children. 
But  I  am  afraid  it  is  generally  ufed  in  too  fmali 
Dofes  to  anfwer  the  End. 

Tbs  Cafe  of  Mr.  Jacob  Labat. 

%  ■  „ 

MR.  Jacob  Labat  in  Coventry- Street,  Piccadilly , 
Diftiller,  was,  in  the  beginning  of  March 
1745,  affkdted  with  a  violent  Ague,  which  con¬ 
tinued  on  him  every  third  Day  for  near  fix  Weeks, 
in  which  Time  he  took  feveral  Medicines,  without 
any  good  Effedt.  As  the  Cafe  was  fo  very  obfti- 
nate,  he  applied  to  me.  I  gave  him  a  Dofe  of  the 
Powder  the  fame  Evening,  which  made  him  vomit 
two  or  three  Times,  and  purged  him  often  ;  upon 
this  the  Ague  altered  its  Courfe,  and  came  every 
other  Day  *,  but  in  a  few  Days  after,  Mr.  Lebat  took 
another  Dofe  of  them  *,  which  carried  the  Dif* 
prder  entirely  off,  and  he  has  had  no  Ague  fince. 

After  Mr.  Lebat  took  the  Powders  himfelf,  he 
gave  away  among  his  Acquaintance,  and  to  feveral 
poor  People  whom  he  thought  Objedlsof  Charity,  a 
great  Number  of  thefe  Powders  by  my  Defire,  which 
have  always  had  a  very  good  Effedt,  and  cured  a 
great  many  Fevers  ;  but  for  the  Particulars,  I  refer 
to  the  Gentleman  himfelf. 

The  Cafe  of  Mrs.  Mary  Bed. 

MRS.  Mary  Befl ,  at  the  golden  Sugar- Loaves 
in  Bury-Street ,  St .  James's,  was,  on  the  4th 
Day  of  September  174 7,  feized  with  a  violent  Fever, 
having  mifcarried  three  Days  before.  On  the 
Day  following,  fhe  had  fo  exceffive  a  Pain  in  her 
Head,  that  it  almofl  made  her  diftradted,  as  fhe 

expreffed 
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expreffed  herfelf;  fhe  continued  in  this  Manner, 
without  being  able  to  deep  a  Moment,  till  the  Sun¬ 
day  following,  being  the  6th,  and  that  Day  about 
twelve  o’Clock  die  took  a  Dofe  of  the  Powder 
before-mentioned.  After  fhe  had  taken  the  Powder 
about  half  an  Hour,  fhe  was  very  Tick,  and  vomi¬ 
ted  pretty  much,  and  purged  three  or  four  Times. 
About  eight  o’Clock  fhe  fell  faft  adeep,  and  conti¬ 
nued  deeping  and  fweating  all  Night,  and  the  next 
Morning  die  got  up  perfectly  well,  without  any 
Complaint  of  her  Head,  or  any  Signs  of  a  Fever  ; 
and  had  no  Return. 


Mr.  Thomas  Brooke  Attorney  at  Law  in  Red  Lyon 
Street,  Holbourn,  gives  me  the  following  Cafes , 
which  happened  under  his  Infpefiticn . 


fhe  Cafe  of  Mr.  Beake  Brooke,  and  that  of  Mrs. 
Mary  Thackeray,  .Servant  to  Mr.  Thomas  Brooke. 

SIR , 

/jfY  Brother  Beake  was,  on  the  i  ft  of  0 Hober 
J[V A  lad,  taken  ill  of  a  violent  Fever,  which  in 
a  few  Days  ran  fo  high,  as  to  make  him  deliri¬ 
ous,  and  to  all  Appearance  he  was  in  the  utmofl 
Danger,  the  Medicines  he  had  taken  having  no 
manner  of  effect,  and  the  Apothecary  who  attended 
him,  faid  it  would  be  a  Miracle  if  he  recovered. 
On  the  Sunday  Morning,  being  the  8th,  you  vifited 
him,  and  gave  him  a  Dofe  of  your  Powder  for 
Fevers  about  Noon,  which  made  him  vomit  a 
little,  and  purged  him  pretty  fmartly,  and  fweated 
him  a  good  deal.  As  foon  as  the  Operation  was 
ever,  he  fell  fad:  afleep,  and  continued  fleeping,  and 
in  a  breathing  Sweat  all  that  Night,  and  the  next 
Morning  he  was  perfectly  well  of  his  Fever,  and 

!  able 
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able  to  walk  about.  He  went  abroad  two  Days 
after,  and  has  continued  well  ever  fmce. 

Mary  Thacker  ay ,  my  Servant,  was,  on  the  ioth 
of  October  1747,  feiz’d  with  a  violent  Pain  in  her 
Head,  which  brought  on  her  a  very  bad  Fever, 
and  fhe  v/as  light-headed  for  feveral  Days  ;  but 
upon  taking  one  Dofe  of  your  Powder,  which  pur¬ 
ged  her  pretty  much,  and  made  her  fvvear,  the 
Fever  entirely  left  her. 


I  am ,  SIR) 

Tour  very  humble  Servant , 

Tho.  Brooke. 


Nov.  24.  1747. 


The  Cafe  of  Mr.  John  Boyce. 

R.  John  Boyce ,  of  'Joyners -Hall,  Thames - 


XV A  Street,  a  Gentleman  of  more  than  feventy 
Years  old,  was,  in  the  beginning  of  November  1745, 
feiz’d  with  a  fevere  Fever.  I  was  call’d  to  him  very 
late  on  the  Night  of  the  feventh  Day,  and  directed 
Bleeding,  and  fomething  elfe  of  no  great  Confe- 
quence  as  it  prov’d,  the  Particulars  of  which  I  don’t 
recolleCt.  The  next  Day  he  was  much  worfe.  I 
gave  hi  m  a  Dofe  of  the  Powder,  in  confequence  of 
'which  hepuck’d  once,  and  fweated  profufely.  The 
third  Day  of  my  vifiting  him,  I  found  him  per¬ 
fectly  recover’d  of  his  Fever,  and  eating  a  Chicken 
with  a  very  good  Appetite  *,  and  he  has  continued 
well  ever  fince. 

The  Cafe  of  Mr.  William  Sparry; 

M  R.  William  Sparry  of  Blew  els  Buildings,  Fet- 
JLVJl  ter- Lane,  London,  Attorney  at  Law,  was, 

on 
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on  Friday  Night  the  2d  of  0 Bober  1747,  feiz’S 
with  a  Hoarfenefs  and  Sorenefs  of  his  Throat,  atten¬ 
ded  with  a  Fever ;  and  in  about  ten  Flours  his  Throat 
was  fwelled  to  fuch  a  Degree*  that  he  could  neither 
fwallow,  nor  fpeak,  nor  breathe,  without  the  utmoft 
Difficulty.  On  Saturday  the  3d,  he  was  blooded* 
and  at  the  fame  Time  had  a  Blifter  laid  on  his  Back. 
On  Sunday  Morning  he  was  very  little  relieved* 
and  then  took  a  Purge  with  great  Difficulty,  which 
operated  feven  or  eight  Times  *,  butnotwithftanding 
this,  and  other  Means  that  were  ufed,  he  (Fill  con¬ 
tinued  fo  ill,  that  he  could  not  fpeak,  but  was 
obliged  to  write  for  every  thing  he  wanted.  On 
Monday ,  about  ten  of  the  Clock,  I  gave  him  half 
a  Dram  of  the  Fever-Powder,  and  in  about  an  Hour 
he  began  to  be  fick,  foon  after  which  he  vomited 
very  gently  four  or  five  Times,  and  brought  up  a 
great  Quantity  of  vifcid  Phlegm  and  Bile,  and  pur¬ 
ged  feveral  Times.  In  a  very  few  Flours  after  tak¬ 
ing  the  Powders,  he  found  himfelf  much  recove¬ 
red,  was  able  to  breathe  freely,  to  fwallow  without 
Pain,  to  fpeak  without  Difficulty,  and  his  Fever 
entirely  left  him  ;  fo  that  on  Tuefday  the  fixth  he  was 
able  to  go  down  Stairs  into  his  Office,  and  to  tranfad 
his  Bufmcfs. 


Fhe  Cafe  of  Mifs  Eccles. 

0:N  Wednefday  the  1 8  th  of  lafl  March ,  I  was 
]  direded  by  a  Lady  of  Diftindion  in  Weft- 
minfter ,  to  attend  Mifs  Eccles ,  at  her  Brother-in- 
law’s  Mr.  Hodges ,  at  the  Peacock  in  Cateaton-Street . 
She  was  about  twenty  two  Years  of  Age,  had  enjoyed 
a  general  good  State  of  Health,  but  was  not  of  a 
very  ftrong  Conftitution.  I  underftood  that  fhe 
came  out  of  the  Country  about  a  Month  before,  and 

was 
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Was  foon  after  feiz’d  with  a  pretty  fevere  Cold,  a t 
tended  with  a  Cough.  This  was  fucceeded  by  a 
Diarrhasa,  which  I  had  Reafon  to  believe  would 
have  terminated  the  Diftemper.  But  it  Teems  it  was 
not  thought  proper  that  this  fhould  continue  ;  for 
The  had  taken  a  great  Number  of  Draughts  and 
Boles,  in  which  Diofcordium,  the  Burk,  and  other 
Aftringents  and  Opiates  were  Ingredients.  Thefe 
had  the  intended  EffeCl,  for  the  Diarrhoea  was  check’d*, 
and  upon  this  fhe  became  feverifh,  her  Pulfe  high 
and  quick,  her  Urine  high  colour’d,  her  Counte¬ 
nance  remarkably  red  and  florid,  and  fhe  was  at 
Intervals  fomewhat  delirious.  Thefe  Circumftances 
I  collected  from  thofe  about  her.  The  Morning  I 
vifited  her,  fhe  had  taken  twenty  Grains  of  Ipeca¬ 
cuanha,  which  did  not  operate  as  an  Emetic,  but 
purged  her  copioufly  th  ee  Times  ;  in  confequence 
of  which  fhe  was  manifeftly  better  in  all  Refpedb. 
I  was  going  to  prefcribe,  when  the  Apothecary 
mention’d  a  Phyfician  who  attended  her,  upon  which 
I  declin’d  directing  any  thing  till  I  had  feen  him, 
and  an  Appointment  was  made  for  our  Meeting  the 
next  Morning  at  eleven.  Accordingly  I  went  at  the 
Time  ;  but  the  Doctor  thought  proper  to  behave  irt 
fuch  a  manner,  that  I  deferted  the  Patient,  and  left 
her  entirely  to  his  Management.  But  on  'Tuefday, 
March  24th,  Mr.  Hodges  came  to  my  Houfe,  and 
defired  earneftly  that  I  would  fee  the  young  Lady 
again.  Accordingly  I  made  her  a  Viflt,  and  was 
inform’d  that  the  preceeding  Evening,  upon  fome 
Reprefentations  that  had  been  made  concerning  the 
prodigious  Number  of  Medicines  fhe  was  to  take, 
the  Do&or  faid,  it  was  not  his  Bufinefs  to  confult 
the  Interefl  of  her  Executors,  for  it  was  impoflible 
fhe  could  recover,  and  this,  it  feems,  occafioned  my 
being  call’d  again.  Mifs  Eccles  was  at  this  Time 
exceflively  delirious  and  had  been  fq  for  fome 
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Days,  during  which  Time  fhe  had  never  (lept ;  her 
Tongue  was  very  much  difcolour’d  ;  her  Pul fe  ex¬ 
tremely  low  and  quick ;  her  Heat  was  excefiive  ; 
her  Countenance  extremely  florid  and  red  *,  and  her 
Urine  fometimes  pale,  and  fometimes  a  little  colour’d, 
but  crude.  The  Medicines  fhe  had  taken  were  cor¬ 
dial  Draughts,  and  Boles  every  fix  Hours,  from  the 
Time  I  left  her  *,  for  I  was  inform’d  there  was  fome 
Sufpicion  of  a  Miliary  Fever,  which  was  to  be  ex* 
pelled  thro’  the  Pores  of  the  Skin.  After  having 
reprefented  before  a  great  many  of  the  Neighbours, 
theHardfhip  of  attending  a  Lady  under  fuch  difad- 
vantageous  Circumftances,  I  confented  to  undertake 
the  Condudt  of  her  Cafe.  I  immediately  order’d 
bleeding  in  the  Foot  ;  applied  a  Blifler  to  her  Head, 
and  ftimulating  Cataplafms  of  Muftard  Seed  and 
Horfe-raddifh  to  her  Feet.  Mean  time  I  took  care 
to  procure  two  Stools  by  a  Clyfter.  That  Evening 
fhe  took  a  Dofe  of  the  Powder  I  have  fo  often  men¬ 
tioned,  which  was  repeated  fome  Hours  after  j  but 
neither  had  any  perceiveable  Operation.  The  next 
Day,  March  25th,  her  Urine  depofited  a  copious 
Sediment,  tho’  fhe  ftill  continued  delirious.  I  re¬ 
peated  the  third  Dofe  of  Powder,  which,  like  the 
preceeding,  had  no  fenfible  Operation.  Every 
Body,  however,  about  her  could  perceive  that  fhe 
was  vifibly  merded.  In  the  Afternoon  I  gave  her 
half  an  Ounce  of  Glauber’s  Salt,  which  purged  her 
twice.  That  Night  fhe  flepr.  The  next  Morning, 
March  26th,  I  found  her  in  her  Senfes,  and  fo  much 
recover’d,  that  I  told  the  Family  I  thought  her  out 
of  Danger.  I  repeated  fome  more  Dofes  of  Glau¬ 
ber’s  Salt,  and  in  a  very  few  Days  fhe  was  perfectly 
well,  except  that  fhe  remained  very  weak  *,  but  re- 
co\  er’d  enough  to  be  married  foon  after. 
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Remarks. 


I  cannot  determine  how  far  the  Powder  was  hr- 
ftrumental  in  this  Cure.  To  fpeak  my  own  Senti¬ 
ments,  I  think  that  neither  the  Powder,  nor  the  other 
Remedies,  would  have  performed  it  alone,  tho*I 
was  fo  fortunate  as  to  fucceed  by  both  r  But  as  her 
Urine  feparated  immediately  after  taking  the  firlt 
Dofes,  and  as  this  is  the  general  Effedl  ir  produces* 
I  mufl  afcribe  a  good  deal  to  it. 

Upon  this  Occafion,  I  cannot  excufe  myfelf  from 
obferving,  that  I  have  frequently  feen  very  confide- 
rable  Effects  produced  by  the  Application  of  Ca- 
taplafms  to  the  Feet,,  prepar’d  of  Horfe-Rad- 
difh  and  Muftard-Seed,  with  a  little  old  Yeaft, 
and  fharp  Vinegar.  Phyficians  who  conftantly  treat 
Patients  in  the  Hippocratic  Method,  waiting  for  a- 
Crifis,  and  doing  very  little  to  interfere  with  the 
Operations  of  Nature,  have  abundant  Opportunities* 
of  obferving,  that  the  Piles,,  or  Pains  in  the  Feet, 
eminently  relieve  the  Head.  And  therefore,  when 
thefe  do  not  happen  fpontaneoufly,  it  has  been 
thought  expedient  to  excite  them  by  Art.  As  to 
the  Piles,  it  is  not  an  eafy  Affair  to  bring  them  on 
foon  enough  to  anfwer  the  Purpofe  -r,  nor  indeed  can 
it  be  done  at  any  Time  with  any  Degree  of  Certainty. 
It  would,  therefore*  be  a  very  great  Improvement 
in  Medicine,  to  difcover  a  Method  of  exciting  an 
Haemorrhage  from  the  Hsemorrhoidal  Veins  at  Plea- 
fure,  and  with  as  much.  Facility  as  we  can  procure 
one  from  the  Veins  of  the  Arm,  the  Neck,  or  the 
Foot  •,  for  I  make  no  doubt  but  by  this  Means  we 
fhould  have  it  in  our  Power  generally  to  fecure  the 
Head.  But  with  refpect  to  Pains  in  the  Feet,  *tis 
otherwife  •,  for  thefe  may  be,  and  are,  frequently 
excited  by  the  Application  of  Cantharides,  Euphor- 
4  -  bium. 
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;bium,  and  other  Simulating  Ingredients.  But  thefe 
'Cataplafms  anfwer  the  End  much  fooner,  and  more 
effedlually,  than  any  other  Topic  whatever  ;  efpeci- 
ally  if  the  Feet  are  previoufly  foftned  by  foaking 
them  in  Milk  and  Water  *,  and  if,  inftead  of  apply¬ 
ing  them  to  the  Soles,  the  whole  Feet  are  involved 
in  them,  fpread  pretty  thick  on  a  Linnen  Clohr.  I 
have  almoft  daily  Inftances  of  Patients  being  rous’d 
from  a  Coma,  or  recovered  from  a  Delirium,  in  a 
few  Hours,  by  thefe  Meafures,  with  a  Degree  of 
falutary  Pain,  little  inferior  to  the  Rack;  and  this 
I  efteem  the  fureft  Prcgnoftic  of  returning  Health ; 
and,  on  the  contrary,  I  generally  find  an  Infenfi- 
bility  or  Abfence  of  Pain,  after  the  Application  of 
thefe  Cataplafms  for  a  reafonable  Time,  to  be  the 
moil  certain  Prefage  of  approaching  Death.  I  need 
not  mention,  that  they  fhould  be  renewed  from  Time 
to  Time  as  they  become  dry  *,  or  that  when  they 
have  excited  a  Efficient  Degree  of  Pain,  or  when 
that  becomes  intolerable,  they  may  be  removed, 
left  the  continued  Torture  fhould  fruftrate  the  End 
propofed,  by  depriving  the  Patient  of  that  Oppor¬ 
tunity  of  getting  natural 'Sleep,  which  it  has  afforded 
him,  and  which  may  reafonably  be  expected  under 
this  Management.  The  judicious  will  know  when 
to  reapply  rhem,  and  how  to  regulate  the  Degree  of 
Pain,  that  it  may  be  Efficient  to  anfwer  the  Purpofe, 
without  running  into  fuch  an  Extreme,  as  to  defeat 
the  Intention.  I  do  not  fpeak  of  thefe  Applications 
as  a  late  Difcovery,  for  Sinapifms  are  almofl:  as  old 
as  Medicine ;  but  I  could  not  forbear  faying  thus 
much,  becaufe  I  don’t  find  that  they  are  ufed  in  the 
common  Cou rfe  of  Pradice  ;  and  becaufe  the  great 
and  good  Effects  I  have  often  known  them  to  pro¬ 
duce,  convince  me  that  it  is  an  inexcufable  Omiftion 
to  negleft  them,  when  the  Patient  is  delirious  or 
comatofe,  or  when  the  Head  is  apprehended  to  be 
in  Danger. 
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This  Cafe,  farther,  affords  me  an  Opportunity 
of  ipcaking  my  Sentiments  upon  a  Subject  of  vail 
Con feq uence  in  Pra&ice,  I  mean  that  of  a  Miliary 
Fever.  And  I  hope  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Faculty, 
who  think  differently  from  me,  will  excufe  me,  if 
I  am  fo  far  a  Sceptic,  as  to  call  in  queftion  fome 
Points  of  Dodtrine  relative  to  this  Diftemper,  which 
I  find  at  prefent  univerfally  received  as  unqueftionable 
Maxims.  Sir  David  Hamilton ,  the  celebrated  Man- 
Midwife,  fome  Years  ago,  wrote  a  Treatife  exprefly 
on  this  Diforder  ;  and  I  muff  confefs  I  have  often  met 
with  the  fever  he  deferibes,  attended  with  innume¬ 
rable  Veficles  upon  the  Bread:,  or  all  over  the  Body, 
about  the  Size  of  a  Fin’s  Head.  But  this  I  have 
very  feldom  oberv’d  to  happen,  except  in  the  Fevers 
of  Child-bed  Women,  and  that  only  when  an  Excefs 
of  Heat  had  been  previoufiy  excited  by  the  Seafon  of 
the  Year,  the  Regimen  or  Medicines  ;  or  when  due 
Evacuations  had  beenneglePed  in  the  Beginning,  and 
in  conlequence  of  this,  the  Febrile  Heat  had  been 
fuffered  to  rife  to  an  extravagant  Pitch.  I,  therefore, 
always  confider’d  thefe  miliary  Eruptions  as  the 
Offspring  of  Heat  only,  by  whatever  Means  it  was 
produced  ;  and  never  had  the  leaft  Reafon  to  appre¬ 
hend  that  they  were  caufed  by  any  kind  of  Malig¬ 
nity  or  Poifon  antecedent  to,  or  coeval  with,  the 
Fever.  And  in  conlequence  of  thefe  Sentiments., 
I  have  feldom  or  never  follicited  their  Protrufion  by 
Sudorifics  ;  butinftead  of  that,  have  almoft  always 
judged  it  more  prudent  to  prevent  them,  by  curing 
the  Fever,  before  it  arrived  at  that  Stage,  in  which 
they  generally  appear. 

I  don  t  know  that  the  Name  of  Miliary  Fever  is 
at  piefent  confin’d  to  the  Diftemper  above- mention’d; 
but,  fo  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  inform  myfelf,  this 
I^ame  fhould  feem  to  extend  to  all  Sorts  of  Fevers 
attended  with  a  great  Number  of  fmall  Eruptions, 
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not  yet  diftinguifhed  by  any  particular  Name.  Thefe, 
Vis  true,  frequently  occur  in  acute  Difeafes,  if  the 
Patient  is  kept  very  warm,  and  takes  many  Cordials; 
but  they  as  often  happen  to  thofe  who  ufe  much  Ex- 
erife  in  hot  Weather,  or  v  ho  travel  into  hot  Cli¬ 
mates,  without  any  Fever  or  Cardiacs.  Hence  I 
have  been  induc’d  to  efteem  them  as  the  pure  Ef¬ 
fects  of  too  intenfe  Heat,  and  otherwife  as  indepen¬ 
dent  of  the  Fever,  and  as  little  to  be  regarded  in  the 
Treatment,  as  a  long  Beard,  or  a  dirty  Face,  when 
{having  or  walking  have  been  negledted,  in  confe- 
quence  of  an  acute  Diforder.  Of  this,  however,  I 
will  venture  to  be  pofitive,  that  let  the  Phyfician 
but  remove  the  Fever,and  either  no  miliary  Eruptions 
will  be  protruded  ;  or  if  they  are,  they  will  be  fo 
perfectly  inoffenfive,  as  neither  to  deferve  any  Notice, 
nor  any  particular  Treatment. 

Upon  the  whole,  I  have  many  Reafons  to  fufpect, 
that  the  frequent  Miliary  Fevers  we  hear  of,  are  en¬ 
tirely  the  Children  of  Art,  and  that  Nature  is  very 
little  concern’d  in  their  Generation.  In  order  to  ex¬ 
plain  how  I  apprehend  they  may  be  at  any  Time 
produced,  give  me  leave  for  once  to  fuppofe  a  Cafe. 
Let  the  ftrongeft  Porter  or  Chairman  that  can  be 
met  with,  in  the  mcfc  entire  State  of  Health,  be 
confin’d  to  his  Bed  in  a  very  warm  Room  ;  let  him 
take  every  four  Hours  hot  Sudorihcs,  and  let  Sweats 
be  follicited  by  drinking  plentifully  Sack  or  White- 
Wine  Whey,  and  by  all  o  her  Methods  that  can  be 
contrived.  He  will  foon  find  himfelf  hot,  refflefs, 
1  and  uneafy,  and  in  fomeDays  Nature  will  probably 
attempt  his  Relief,  by  exciting  a  Diarrhaea.  Let 
this  be  immediately  check’d,  and  foon  after  he  will 
become  delirious,  and  will  deep  either  very  uneafily, 
or  not  at  all.  Then  let  a  Buffer  be  laid  on  his  Back, 
and,  in  the  Progrefs  of  his  Treatment,  half  a  Dozen 
more  on  various  Parts  of  the  Body,  and  let  the  fame 
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Medicines  and  Regimen  be  continued.  He  will  be¬ 
come  more  hot,  reltlefs,  and  delirious,  be  ecruciated 
with  the  Stranguary,  and  very  likely  fweat  profufely, 
while  the  Symptoms  continually  increafe.  When  he  has 
been  thus  manag’d  a  certainNumber  of  Days, fourteen 
for  Example,  or,  if  thefe  are  not  fufficient,  twenty, 
’tis  a  thoufand  to  one  that  Miliary  Eruptions  will  ap¬ 
pear  upon  the  Surface  of  the  Skin  and  then  with¬ 
drawing  the  heating  Medicines  and  Regimen,  and 
giving  him  fome  Stools,  >tis  pofliblehe  may  recover. 

Toe  Cafe  of  Gilbert  Douglas  Efqy 

IN  the  middle  of  May  1747,  I  was  commanded 
by  the  Right  Honourable  the  Countefs  of  Angle - 
fea  to  attend  Gilbert  Douglas  Efq;  a  Gentleman 
very  well  known  in  both  Houfes  of  Parliament, 
who  then  lodged  at  the  Ordinance  CofFee-Houfe  near 
the  Court  of  Requeft,  I  don’t  recolle£t  precifely 
the  Day  of  the  Month  on  which  I  firft  vifited  him, 
but  I  remember  it  was  on  a  Sunday .  I  found  he 
had  been  fome  Days  before  feized  with  a  fevere 
Fever,  attended  with  the  moft  excruciating  Pains 
in  his  Side,  which  ft-ill  continued  with  great  Violence 
and  I  was  informed  he  became  delirious  in  a  few 
Hours  after  the  Commencement  of  the  Diforder. 
jBefides  this,  he  had  never  flept  a  Moment,  and  the 
Medicines  he  had  taken  were  not  attended  with  any 
good  Effect.  His  Pulfe  was  at  this  Time  excef- 
(ively  quick  and  hard,  his  Urine  of  a  very  high 
Colour-,  his  Tongue  was  dry  and  difcoloured,  and 
he  had  a  mod  tormenting  Cough.  Notwithftanding 
thefe  unpromifing  Circumftances,  I  ventur’d  to  give 
Lady  Anglefea  Encouragement  to  hope,  that  he 
might  be  recovered  fufficiently  before  JVednefday ,  to 
sxanfadt  fome  Bufinefs  of  very  great  Confequence  he 
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was  engaged  in.  I  attempted  to  relieve  him  by  fi rft 
directing  ten  Ounces  of  Blood  to  be  taken  from  his 
Arm  ;  and  foon  after  this  I  gave  him  thirty  Grains 
of  the  Fever-Powder,  which  in  a  quarter  of  an  Hour 
made  him  very  fick  y  in  about  two  Hours  it  excited 
a  copious  Sweat,  that  continued  fourteen  Hours  y 
and  when  this  was  ended,  he  had  three  purging 
Stools.  During  a  confiderable  Part  of  this  Time, 
he  flept  very  quietly  *,  and  when  I  vifited  him  on 
Monday  Morning,  he  told  me  he  perceived  himfelf 
much  better.  His  Pulfe  was  greatly  mended,  his 
Urine  depofited  a  copious  Sediment  *,  his  Tongue  was 
moift,  but  fomewhat  white ;  and  his  Pain  and  Cough 
were  inconfiderable.  However,  I  gave  him  another 
Dofe,  which  operated  much  in  the  fame  Manner  as 
the  preceeding  *,  and  in  confequence  of  this,  he  was 
fo  well  by  ‘Tuefday  at  four  o’Clock,  as  to  get  up  and 
write  for  feveral  Hours,  and  to  fettle  fome  Proceed¬ 
ings  in  a  Cauie  of  great  Moment.  I  don’t  exactly 
recoiled  the  Day  he  went  abroad,  but  that  Week 
he  was  feen  by  many  of  the  Members  of  both  Houfes, 
h  the  Court  of  Requefts,  and  Rooms  adjacent. 


IT  would  fwell  this  Treatife  much  beyond  the 
Bounds  I  propofed,.  was  I  to  give  the  Hiftory  of 
every  Cafe  I  could  recoiled,  muck  more  was  I  to 
particularife  every  one  I  have  treated.  Amongfi: 
the  laft,  ’tis  impoflible  that  many  fbould  not  be 
forgot,  as  f  was  not  careful  enough  to  keep  a  regu¬ 
lar  Journal  from  the  beginning  ;  for  I  did  not  of  &. 
long  Time  fufped  that  this  Medicine  would  ever 
become  of  fo  great  Confequence  as  I  have  fmce  had 
Reafon  to  apprehend.  This  Circumftance  alfo  pre¬ 
vents  me  from  being  able  to  determine  precifely  the 
Number  of  Patients  that  have  taken  it  ;  but  I  can 
fafely  affirm,  that  they  amount  to  more  hundreds- 
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than  I  dare  inflnuate,  for  fear  of  being  fufpeded  of 
Exaggeration*  Thofe,  however,  that  know  1  have 
lor  the  laft  feven  Years  induftnioufly  fe arched  after 
Patients  in  low  Life,  labouring:  under  Fevers,  and 
that  at  no  fmall  Expence,  would  have  little  reafon 
to  entertain  fuch  a  Sufpicion. 

Here  I  may  reafonably  be  afked,  how  many  have 
dyed  who  have  taken  this  Medicine  in  acute  Dif* 
tempers  ?  For  in  order  to  eftabliffi  the  true  Efficacy 
of  a  Remedy,  or  Method  of  Cure,  9 as  of  li  tie  left 
Importance  to  fpecify  the  Mifcarriages,  than  the 
Succefs.  As  it  is,  therefore,  neither  honourable 
nor  juft  to  conceal  the  former,  I  ffiall  fairly 
confefs  that  it  has  failed  me  in  nine  Inftan- 
ces.  But  among  thefe,  three  drank  Gin  to  Ex¬ 
cels  after  taking  it  •,  others  had  previoufly  de- 
ftroyed  their  Conftitutions  by  the  fame  fafhionable 
Poifon  ;  and  in  others,  the  Diftemper  had  made  too 
great  a  Progrefs  to  permit  of  flattering  myfelf  with 
Succefs*  So  that,  where  I  had  the  entire  Conduct 
of  the  Cafe,  I  don’t  recoiled:  that  it  has  difappoin- 
ted  me  in  more  than  two  or  three  fair  Trials.  But 
I  am  obliged  to  own,  that  as  I  efteemed  Life  too 
facred  to  be  hazarded  for  the  fake  of  an  Experi¬ 
ment,  I  have  never  negledled  to  call  in  all  other 
medicinal  Aids  to  my  Affiftance,  when  I  thought 
the  Cafe  required  them,  and  believed  that  they 
would  be  of  Service.  And  how  much  may  be  af- 
cribed  to  thefe,  I  muft  fubmit  to  the  Judgment 
which  may  be  formed  by  others,  from  fome  of  the 
Hiftories  of  Cafes  before  related. 

The  World  always  affumes  a  Right  of  cenfuring 
or  condemning  the  Condud:  of  Individuals,  gene¬ 
rally  without  being  acquainted  with  the  Motives 
thereof,  and  ohen  capricioufly.  I  have,  therefore, 
the  left  Reafon  to  be  offended,  that  the  Reditude 
of  mine  ffiould  be  called  in  queftion.  But  that  I 
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may  have  a  Chance  for  a  fair  Tryal,  I  think  myfelf 
obliged  to  accout  for  if,  before  the  Tribunal  of  the 
Public,  to  the  Determination  of  which  I  readily 
fubmit. 

The  principal  Objections,  and  indeed  all  worth 
Notice,  which  have  been  made  againft  my  ConduCt 
with  refpeCf  to  this  Medicine,  are  altogether  perso¬ 
nal,  and  relate  more  to  the  Author,  than  to  the  thing 
itfelf.  They  confift  of  two  Charges ;  firft,  that  I 
have  kept  this  a  Secret,  in  prejudice  to  the  World, 
provided  it  is  as  valuable  as  I  have  reprefented  it. 
And,  fecondly,  that  I  have  fecured  my  Property  in 
it  by  a  Patent,  which  is  conftrued  downright 
Quackery. 

As  to  the  firft,  I  might"  plead  in  Excufe,  the 
Example  of  almoft  all  the  eminent  Phyficians  among 
the  Moderns,  who  have  had  their  Noftrums,  and 
whofe  Secrets  after  their  Deaths,  have  been  the  Sub¬ 
jects  of  a  thoufand  Volumes.  Stahl  and  Hoffman , 
both  Profefifors  of  Phyfic  at  Hall ,  and  both  juftly 
celebrated  for  their  medicinal  Abilities,  without 
Scruple  confined  many  Medicines  to  their  own  pri¬ 
vate  Practice,  and  dy’d  without  difeovering  them 
to  the  World.  Nor  has  this  been  always  efteem’d 
a  Reproach  to  the  Phyficians  of  our  own  Country, 
for  many  now  alive  have  their  Secrets,  and  the  late 
Dr.  Burton  had  a  hundred.  But  as  Precedents,  pro¬ 
vided  they  are  b£d,  are  not  of  Sufficient  Authority 
to  juftify  Imitation,  I  muft  confefs  I  fhouldhave  had 
very  little  regard  to  thefe,  if  better  Reafons  had  not 
determin’d  me  to  aCt  as  I  have  done,  and  in  a  man¬ 
ner  direCtly  contrary  to  my  original  Intentions,  and 
my  prefent  Inclinations.  Iamfiirmlyof  Opinion, 
that  real  Policy  is  never  inconfiflent  with  Truth, 
however  the  Wor.i  may  have  been  mifus’d  to  fig- 
nify  the  Art  of  deceiving  with  Dexterity,  I  fhall, 
therefore  wave  whatever  Artifices  I  might  employ 

G  by 


\  4  2  ) 

by  way  of  Palliation  or  Difguife,  and  reprefent  the 
real  Motives  of  my  Conduct  without  referve,  and 
with  that  Sincerity,  which  I  flatter  rnyfelf  will  ftand 
the  Ted  of  the  drifted  Scrutiny. 

Every  one  may  readily  imagine,  that  I  would 
be  very  cautious  of  divulging  a  Medicine  of  Tuch 
vad  Importance,  till  I  had  brought  it  to  a  certain 
Degree  of  Perfeftion,  and  made  rnyfelf  fure  of  its 
real  Efficacy,  by  a  fufficient  Number  of  Cafes ;  be- 
caufe,  if  it  fail’d  of  Succefs,  it  would  fubjeft  me  to 
infinite  Reproach.  This  was  not  to  be  done  fo  ex- 
peditioufly  as  I  could  have  wiffied,  and  it  required 
much  Time,  and  more  Trouble,  to  procure  me  the 
Satisfaction  I  defired.  Mean  time  I  was  ignorant 
enough  to  expeft,  that  every  one  concern’d  in  any 
Branch  of  Phyfic,  would  lend  me  their  Affiflance, 
and  applaud  my  Intentions  *,  not  confidering,  that 
Self-love  would  biafs  the  Mercenary  and  Difinge- 
nuous  to  the  Side  of  Intered  and  that  a  Miliary 
or  a  Nervous  Fever,  of  twenty  Days  continuance, 
was  attended  with  greater  Emoluments,  than  one 
terminated  in  two  or  three.  But  whatever  might  be 
the  Caufe,  I  had  foon  an  Opportunity  of  difcove- 
ring  my  Error  5  for  many  Retailers  of  Medicines 
commenced  my  avowed  Enemies,  without  the  lead 
Pretence  to  any  Provocation  ;  whild  others,  with  the 
Countenance  of  Eriendfhip,  pointed  a  Dagger  to 
my  Bread.  When,  therefore,  I  confldered  what  In¬ 
fluence  the  Interefls  or  Inclinations  of  the  Multitude, 
or  both,  might  have  to  my  Prejudice,  I  judged  it  i  m¬ 
prudent  to  put  it  in  the  Power  of  any  one  to  difguife, 
mifreprefent,  deny,  or  forge  Fafts  ;  all  which  might 
have  happened,  if  I  had  difcovered  the  Secret,  and 
differed  the  Medicine  to  be  publickly  ufed  ;  and  thus 
a  Remedy  of  fuch  great  Confequence,  might  have 
been  deny’d  a  fair  Trial,  and  abfolutely  lod  to  the 
World.  And  this  was  a  principal  Motive  to  my 
4  con- 
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concealing  it,  till  a  proper  Opportunity  offer’d  of 
making  it  publick  to  greater  Advantage.  Tho’  I 
mult  confefs  that  fome  other  Confederations  were 
not  without  their  Weight ;  for  when  I  found  myfelf 
confiderable  enough  to  have  a  Combination  form’d 
againft  me ;  and  when  Matters  were  carried  fo 
far,  that  a  Phyfieian  of  fome  Eminence  condefcen- 
ded  to  the  Meannefs  of  a  Lye  in  order  to  do  me  a 
Prejudice,  and  an  Apothecary  with  fome  warmth 
refufed  to  direct  a  Patient  to  my  Houfe,  I  thought 
it  Time  to  confult  my  own  Intereft,  and  have  fome 
Regard  to  my  private  Fortune. 

With  refped  to  the  fecond  Charge  againft  me,  I 
am  inform’d,  that  the  Power  of  granting  Patents  i$ 
a  Prerogative  of  the  Crown,  and  that  many  Adis  of 
Parliament  have  been  made,  to  reftrain  and  regu¬ 
late  them.  Hence  ’tis  plain,  that  the  Legiflature 
did  not  confider  thefe  as  Encouragements  to  Frauds 
and  Abufe,  but  rat/her  as  Incitements  to  Induftry, 
and  Rewards  to  thofe  who  difeover  any  thing  for 
the  public  Emolument.  If,  therefore,  Quacks  and 
Impoftors  have  fometimes  impofed  on  the  Sovereign 
by  falfe  Pretences,  fo  far  as  to  procure  a  Sanction  to 
their  pretended  Remedies,  of  no  Ufe  to  any  one  but 
the  Proprietor,  I  fubmit  it  to  the  judicious  and  im¬ 
partial,  whither  this  ought  to  deter  me  from  laying 
hold  of  the  only  Means  the  Laws  of  my  Country  have 
put  into  my  Hands,  of  indemnifying  myfelf  for  all 
the  Trouble  and  Expence  Ihave  been  at,  and  the  Inju¬ 
ries  I  have  fuftain’d  by  the  public  and  private  Re¬ 
proaches  of  thofe  \yho  efteem’d  it  their  Intereft  to  de- 
ftroy  me. 

However,  jn  order  to  remove  all  Grounds  of 
Cavil,  which  may  arife  from  Prejudice,  Miftakes, 
or  Malice,  I  fliall  for  the  future  be  lefs  tenacious  of 
of  the  Secret,  as  the  Reafons  for  my  Caution  in  fome 
Meafure  ceafe  to  fubfift.  I  fhall,  therefore,  no  more 
fcruple  to  difeover  it  to  thofe  who  have  any  Right 
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to  expeft  this  from  me,  I  mean  thofe  Phyficians, 
whofe  Honour  and  Integrity  I  think  a  fufficient  Se¬ 
curity  againft  an  Abufe  of  my  Confidence. 

After  having  ingenuoufly  avowed  my  private 
Intereft  to  have  been  one  Motive  to  my  Actions 
with  refped  to  this  Medicine,  I  am  afham’d  to 
mention  the  public  Utility  as  another,  becaufe  this 
is  the  thread -bare  Pretence  made  Ufe  of  for  Time  im¬ 
memorial,  by  the  Artful  and  Defigning  in  all  Sta¬ 
tions,  to  footh  the  World  into  their  Interefts,  tho* 
nothing  lefs  than  the  Good  of  Mankind  is  intended. 
But  there  are  fome  particular  Advantages  which  may 
arife  from  the  common  Ufe  of  this  Medicine,  fo  ob¬ 
vious  and  undeniable,  that  I  can’t  forbear  taking 
Notice  of  them. 

People  ot  Rank  and  Affluence  are  never  unpro¬ 
vided  with  all  pofiible  means  of  Confolation,  under 
the  Calamity  of  Sicknefs.  But  I  have  too  frequently 
been  a  melancholy  Obferver  of  the  Mifery  thofe 
Servants  of  the  lower  Clafs,  and  of  both  Sexes,  are 
reduc’d  to,  who,  in  confequence  of  an  acute  Diforder, 
are  unmercifully  abandon’d  by  their  Matters,  and 
turn’d  out  to  fliift  for  themfelves.  They  are  happy 
if  they  can  procure  a  dirty,  cold  Garret,  with  fuitable 
Neceffaries  and  Attendance.  And  if,  after  being 
depriv’d  of  all  the  ready  Cafh  their  preceeding  Induftry 
has  furnifh’cl  them  with,  and  pawning  their  little  Stock 
of  Cloaths,  their  laft  Refource,  they  can  e-fcape  with 
Life  and  Rags,  fcarcely  any  thing  remains  for  the 
Women  but  the  Brothels,  and  for  the  Men  but  the 
High-way  ;  and  in  Confirmation  of  this,  I  dare  fay 
the  Turnkeys  of  Newgate ,  and  the  Panders  about 
Town,  can  give  variety  of  Inftances.  For  my  own 
part,  I  (hall  indulge  myfelf  in  a  Pleafure  much  fu- 
perior  to  that  arifing  from  Vanity,  if  I  am  inttru- 
mental  in  averting  fuch  Diftrefs  from  thefeamferable 
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Ob]e<fts  of  Companion  ;  whilft  I  have  no  body  to 
cenfure  or  blame  me  unlefs  the  Bawds,  the  Hangman, 
and  perhaps  fome  mercenary  Venders  of  Medicines. 

Private  Families,  alfo,  frequendy  afford  no  lefs 
deplorable  Scenes,  than  thofe  I  have  juft  reprefented ; 
for  where  the  daily  Subfiftance  of  one  depends  upon 
the  Labour  and  Induftry  of  the  Mafter,  an  Inter¬ 
ruption  of  but  a  few  Weeks  by  an  acute  Diftemper, 
and  the  confequent  Expences,  make  a  prodigious 
Chafm  in  his  Finances,  often  to  his’utter  Deftru&ion. 
Infomuch,  that  if  he  furvives,  ’tis  not  unufual  for 
him  to  be  drag’d  to  the  Marfbalfea,  or  the  Compter , 
before  he  is  well  able  to  refume  his  Employment. 
To  Misfortunes  of  this  kind,  the  lower  Clafs  of 
Tradefmen,Manufafturers,  and  labouring  People,  are 
particularly  liable.  And  it  will  give  me  no  fmall 
Satisfaction,  if  I  fhould  contribute  to  prevent  thefe 
Calamities,  by  pointing  out  to  them  a  Method  of 
retrieving  their  Health  in  a  few  Days,  and  at  a  trifling 
Expence. 

Thofe  who  make  Voyages  by  Sea,  and  thofe  who 
travel  by  Land,  either  on  account  of  Commerce, 
War,  or  any  other  Bufmefs,  will  find  their  particular 
Accounts  in  being  provided  with  this  Medicine,  as 
it  will  be  fome  Security  for  their  Lives,  under  thofe 
unavoidable  Accidents,  which  daily  happen,  in  warm 
Climates  efpecially,  where  proper  Aftiftance  is  not 
always  to  be  procured.  And  I  hope  I  may  without 
|  Arrogance  efteem  myfelf  a  Benefactor  to  Society, 
j  if  I  am  an  Inftrument  of  preferving  many  in  the 
Army  and  Navy,  for  the  Services  of  their  King 
and  Country,  of  which  they  would  otherwife  be 
deprived. 

Cafes  often  occur  in  PraCHce,  where  on  account 
of  particular  Circumftances,  it  is  hazardous  to  at- 
I  tempt  thofe  Evacuations,  and  other  Means  of  Relief, 
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which  would  otherwife  be  proper  and  neceffary,  as 
in  the  acute  Diftempers  of  Women  with  Child,  in 
Childbed,  or  in  other  Situations  equally  perplexing* 
On  thefe  Occafions,  fo  far  as  I  have  been  able  to 
learn  by  Exper  ence,  this  Medicine  may  be  exhibi¬ 
ted  with  Safety,  and  very  good  Effedts,  provided 
the  Cure  is  at  firft  attempted  by  fmall  Dofes,  fix  or 
feven  Grains,  for  example,  and  thefe  are  repeated, 
and  increafed  prudently,  till  the  End  is  anfwered, 
that  is,  till  the  Fever  ceafes. 

Every  one  who  has  either  had,  or  obferv’d  a 
Fever,  mult  be  fenfible  that  it  generally  commences 
with  a  Cold,  and  that  molt  Colds  are  attended  with 
fome  feverifh  Symptoms.  Thefe  I  will  venture 
to  affirm,  are  almoft  always  removed,  and  thofe 
prevented,  by  one  or  two  Dofes  of  this  Medicine, 
taken  in  the  Infancy  of  the  Difeafe,  with  or  without 
previous  Bleeding,  as  the  Exigences  of  the  Cafe  may 
require  it,  or  otherwife. 

We  often  meet  with  Patients  affedted  with  a  uni- 
verfal  Languor  orDejedtednefs,complainingof  an  utter 
Lofs  of  Appetite,  and  Pains  in  the  Stomach,  the 
Head,  or  the  Limbs  at  Intervals,  whilft  their  Urine 
is  fometimes  pale,  and  at  others  depofites  a  Sediment. 
In  fuch  Cafes,  I  always  fufpedt  a  latent  Fever  to  be 
the  Caufe  of  thefe  Complaints  *, .  and  accordingly 
have  often  remov9d  them,  by  the  prudent  Ufe  of 
this  Medicine.  But  here  more  Repetitions  are  ne¬ 
ceffary,  than  where  the  Fever  rifes  to  a  higher  Pitch, 
and  is  more  accute. 

As  I  would  be  extremely  cautious  of  leading  any 
one  into  Error,  in  an  Affair  of/o  much  Importance, 
as  is  that  of  Life,  I  muff  remark,  that  when  vio¬ 
lent  Inflammations  of  the  vital  Parts  threaten  im¬ 
mediate  Deilrudtion,  I  fhould  think  it  imprudent  to 
negledt  repeated  Bleeding,  Purges,  Clyfiers,  and 
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all  other  Affiftances  which  the  Art  of  Medicine  cats 
afford  ;  tho*  I  am  very  certain,  that  this  Medicine 
will  contract  the  Fatigue,  diminifh  the  Danger,  and 
afford  the  Patient  a  much  fairer  Chance  for  his 
Life. 

Fevers  in  Children  are  excited  by  various  Caufes, 
all  of  which,  Teeth  for  example,  it  is  not  poffible 
to  remove  immediately  by  Medicine  *,  but  what¬ 
ever  be  the  Source,  the  Effedts  may  be  always  mo¬ 
derated,  or  abfolutely  taken  away,  by  proper  Dofes 
of  the  Powder,  prudently  repeated.  Three  or  four 
Grains  may  be  given  with  Safety  to  a  very  young 
Child  ;  and  the  fecond  Dofe  fhould  be  augmented, 
if  the  firft  has  no  fenfible  Operation  ;  and  the  fame 
Caution  fhould  be  obferv’d  with  refpedt  to  the  third, 
if  that  fhould  be  found  neceffary. 

Tho’  the  Method  of  exhibiting  this  Medicine  may 
be  collected  from  the  preceeding  Hiftories  of  Cafes, 
yet  I  think  myfelf  obliged  to  be  more  particular 
with  refpedt  to  the  Dofes,  the  manner  of  giving  it, 
and  the  Management  of  the  Patient  under  its  Ope¬ 
ration.  As  to  the  firft,  twenty  Grains  is  a  mode¬ 
rate  Dofe  for  an  Adult,  tho*  I  have  fometimes  given 
thirty  or  more,  fometimes  only  feven,  according  to 
the  Condition  and  Situation  of  the  Patient.  The 
Form  may  be  either  a  fmall  Bolus,  made  up 
with  almoft  any  Syrup  or  Confer ve,  or  a  Powder, 
which  miy  be  taken  in  almoft  any  Vehicle. 

If  the  Patient  is  of  a  ftrong  Conftitution,  and  full 
of  Blood,  it  is  prudent  to  take  away  Ten  or  Twelve 
Ounces,  or  more*,  or  if  coftive,  to  give  a  common 
purgative  Clyfter.  Though  thefe  are  not  always 
abfolutely  neceffary.  Then  let  him  take  the  Medi¬ 
cine,  being  firft  put  to  Bed,  and  let  him  be  kept 
warm  during  the  Operation.  It  may  perhaps  excite 
a  Sicknefs  or  flight  Vomiting*  in  which  Cafe  it 
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is  not  neceffary  to  drink  plentifully,  as  in  taking  a 
common  Vomit.-  It  is  fufficient  to  drink  a  Cup  of 
GrueJ,  or  Barley-Water  now  and  then,  as  the  Pati¬ 
ent’s  Inclination  directs  him.  It  fbmetimes  excites 
a  Sweat,  which  is  to  be  gently  promoted  by  drink¬ 
ing  thin  Liquors,  fuch  as  Gruel,  Barley-Water, 
or  any  oner  diluting  Fluid,  avoiding  every  thing 
ftrong  or  hot.  And  as  it  fometimes  happens  that 
the  Powder  purges  at  the  fame  Time  that  it  excites 
a  copious  Sweat,  it  would  be  prudent  to  make 
ufe  of  a  Bed-pan,  in  order  to  avoid  rifmg,  and 
thereby  checking  the  Sweat,  and  taking  frefh 
Cold. 

In  Cafe  the  Head  is  very  much  affected,  and 
the  Patient  is  light-headed,  infenfible  or  convul- 
fed,  it  will  be  proper  to  apply  the  Cataplafms  of 
Muftard-Seed,  &c.  mentioned  above,  which  muft 
be  renewed  every  fix  or  eight  Hours.* 

In  cafe  of  Coftivenefs,  notwithftanding  the  Ufe 
of  the  Powder,  it  is  proper  to  give  a  Clyfter  be¬ 
twixt  each  Dofe  of  the  Powder,  if  more  than  one 
is  neceifary. 

If  it  excites  a  Sicknefs,  fo  as  to  be  very  trouble- 
fome,  or  continue  long,  which  very  feldom  hap¬ 
pens,  let  the  Patient  drink  very  plentifully  of  a 
Chicken  Water  made  thus:  Take  a  Chicken  juft 
killed,  (trip  it  of  the  Feathers  together  with  the 
Skin,  cut  it  down  the  Back,  take  out  the  Guts 
without  wafhing  it,  and  boil  it  for  Eight  Minutes 
only,  in  Seven  or  Eight  Quarts  of  Water,  then 
pour  off  the  Water  for  Ufe. 

One  Dofe  of  the  Powder  is  generally  fuffici¬ 
ent  for  a  Cure  ;  but  if  not,  the  fecond  Dofe  is 
to  be  taken  fome  few  Hours  after  the  Operation 
of  the  firft  is  perfectly  finifhed,  in  the  manner 
directed  for  the  firft.  If  a  third  Dofe  is  necef- 
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fary*  it  mud  be  taken  with  the  fame  Cautions  as 
the  fecond  ;  and  a  fourth,  which  is  very  feldom  re¬ 
quired,  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  third. 

Sometimes  it  has  no  fenfible  Operation,  and  then 
a  fecond  Dofe  mud  be  taken  Six  Hours  after  the 
fird,  and  a  third  Six  Hours  after  the  fecond,  and  a 
fourth  in  the  fame  manner,  if  necefiary. 

In  very  drong  Conditutions,  when  the  fird  Dofe 
has  had  no  fenfible  Operation,  and  the  Cafe 
is  dangerous,  the  fecond  may  be  increafed  to  two 
Scruples  or  more. 

But  it  fometimes  happens,  that  after  a  fevere  Fever 
is  fubdu’d,  the  Patient  will  be  low-fpirited  and  de- 
je&ed,  and  labour  under  a  kind  of  Languor  for 
fome  few  Days.  In  fuch  Cafes,  I  do  not  think  it 
at  all  necefiary  to  repeat  this  Medicine,  or  give  any 
other  whatever.  But  if  the  Heat  is  moderate,  the 
Tongue  much  cleared,  the  Pulfe  regular,  and  not 
too  quick  ;  if  the  Urine  depofites  an  equal  Sedi¬ 
ment,  and  the  Patient  begins  to  deep,  I  edeem 
nothing  but  a  little  Care  requir’d  for  his  abfolute 
Recovery ;  unlefs  in  cafe  of  Codivenefs,  when  it 
may  be  prudent  to  give  a  Stool  or  two  by  a  fmall 
Quantity  of  Glauber* s  Salt,  or  Manna,  or  any  other 
gentle  Cathartic. 

Whoever  purfues  thefe  Directions  with  the  ne«- 
cefiary  Punctuality,  will  generally  find  the  Fever 
either  totally  ceafe,  or  at  lead  fo  far  fubdued,  as  to 
be  no  longer  dangerous,  and  very  little  troublefome  ; 
and  by  thefe  Means  that  inexpreflible  Anxiety  and 
Pain  which  every  one  feels  under  the  ordinary  Treat¬ 
ment  of  Fevers  will  be  avoided. 

If  it  fhould  be  faid,  that  I  have  taken  an  uncom¬ 
mon  Method  of  propagating  the  Reputation  of  this 
Medicine,  and  recommending  it  to  the  World,  I 
may  be  allowed  to  obferve,  that  it  is  upon  a  very 
uncommon  Occafion.  For  Phyficians  in  all  Ages, 
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and  of  all  Seds,  who  have  preferM  their  Duty  to  the 
Public, before  their  own  private  Interefts, have earneftljr 
wifh’d  and  fearch’d  for  a  Medicine,  Which  was 
•capable'  of  checking  immediately  the  Exorbitance 
of  a  Fever.  And  if  this  fhould  prove  the  thing; 
fo  much  defiPd,  I  fhall  have  the  Satisfadion  of 
leaving  the  Medicinal  Art  more  perfed  than  I 
found  it;  and  of  imparting  to  the  World,  a  Secret 
infinitely  more  precious  than  that  of  the  Philofo- 
pher’s  Stone,  or  the  Longitude. : 

As  many  of  the  Cafes  related  above,  are  fo  very 
extraordinary,  that  it  is  poflible  the  Truth  of  them 
in  all  their  Circumflances,  may  by  fome  be  calPd  in 
queftion  ;  and  by  Others  malicioufty  deny’d,  I  afk’d 
the  favour  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Brooks^ a  Gentleman  cf 
known  Honour,  Integrity  and  Abilities,  to  examine 
the  feveral  Patients,  and  the  People  who  attended 
them  during  their  Ulnefs,  in  order  to  fatisfy  himfelf 
of  the  Facts.  This  I  did,  becaufe  the  I>r.  was  bred 
a  Phyfician,  and  is  a  very  good  Judge  of  Medicinal 
Subjeds  5  and  as  he  is  now  in  Orders;  and  does  hot 
practife  the  Art  as  a  PrbfeHIon,  he  muft  therefore 
be  confidered  as  a  competent  and  impartial  Judge  in 
this  Cafe,  and  the  more  fo,  as  he  can  have  no  Views 
to  anfwer  either  by  promoting  or  retarding  the  Sue- 
cefs  of  this  Medicine  in  the  World.  And  I  have  his 
leave  to  fay,  that  he  has  fo  far  cpmply’d  with  my 
Requeft,  as  to  vifit  many  of  the  Perfons  above- 
mention’d  *,  and  that  upon  the  ftrideft  Examina* 
tion,  he  finds  the  Fads  I  have  reprelented  to  be 

true,  and  to  his  Satisfaction.  >  ;  -***•  , 
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